(C) HOLY-WEEK,

called also the “ GREAT WEEK,” the ‘' INDULGENCE WEEK ”’ (from
the great Absolution at Easter), and * Passion WEeEK.” 1ts obser-
vance, like that of Easter, is probably of very early date; and, while
it brings to a climax the penitence and self-discipline of Lent, it
naturally absorbs both into the adoring contemplation of the
Passion and Resurrection of Our Lord.

44



The Sunduy nest before Enster,

commonly called PALM SUNDAY,
in commemoration of the Trium-
phal Entry of Our Lord, which
(from John xii. 1, 12) was reck-
oned as corresponding to this
day. Both in the East and West
there grew up on this day the
ceremony of * Blessing” and
distributing ‘‘the Palms,” and
carrying them in procession with
litanies and hymns. The cere-
mony was intended both as a
commemoration, and as a sym-
bol of our taking up the badge
of discipleship. The S8pecial
Lessons were Exod. xv. 27—xvi.
7 & Matt. xxii. 9. This was dis-
used in 1549, and no trace of the
commemoration, from which the
day derives its popular name,
was left in the Epistle or Gos-
pel. The 'Proper Second Les-
sons for Evensong in the New
Lectionary, however (Luke xix.
2848 ; xx. 9-21), supply this
omission, by recording the Tri-
uwmphal Entry, and the first acts
and words of the Holy-Week.

Tre CoLLEcT is translated
with slight variation from the
old Sarum Collect. It is nota-
ble that it strikes an essentially
practical key-note for the medi-
tations of the Holy-Week, by
setting before us the double hu-
miliation of Our Lord, of which
the Epistle speaks; not in its
mystery, as belonging to Him
alone, but as an example to us,
shewing the way of humility and
patience, in which we are so to
follow Him as to partake of the
glory of His Resurrection.

Tae EPIsTLE is that priceless
passage in the Epistle to the
Philippians, in which, from a
practical exhortation to love and
humility, as the “mind of Christ
Jesus,” St. Paul bursts forth in-
to what may be called a glorious
OrEED oF JEsus CHRIsT; (a)
first describing Him in His own
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nature, as being from the begin-
ning *“in the form,” that is, the
nature, “of God”; mext (b)

dwelling on the Incarnation, in -

which, ‘‘not counting this equal-
ity with God as a prize to be
clutched at * (for such is the true
rendering) He stripped Himsaelf
of glory, took on Him the nature
of a servant, and even the like-
ness of sinful men; then (¢),
passing from this to the second
humiliation, the acceptance for
us of death, and that, the death
of the Cross ; lastly (d), describ-
ing the exaltation of His human-
ity to the unapproachable glory
of Heaven, so that in His Name
all created being should bow the
knee, and confess Him Lord. It
contains, in brief, the whole doc-
trine of Christ, and seems to
warn us, in contemplating the
pathetic history of the Passion,
never to disconnect it from the
thought of the true Godhead
and exalted glory of the Great
Sufferer.

TaE GOSPEL, till 1661, included
the whole * Paggion of St. Mat-
thew’* (Matt. xxvi. and xxvii.).
Now the former chapter has be-
come the Second Lesson, and
the latter the Gospel.

A careful study of the four
Gospel narratives will shew that
they give three distinct pictures
of the Passion. The first is
drawn by St. Matthew and 8t.
Mark, whose narratives, with the
exception of a few details pecun-
liar to each, are virtually one,
seeming to represent the Passion
as it might have been seen by
one who stood afar off in the
crowd. The second is that of
S8t. Luke, which, having up to
the time of the trial before Pi-
late nearly coincided with St.
Matthew and St. Mark, sudden-
ly varies from these, giving a
narrative full of peculiar details,

- Whe Sunvap next before Easter.

The Collect.

AL MIGHTY and everlasting

God, who, of thy tender love
towards mankind, hast sent thy
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to
take upon him our flesh, and to
suffer death upon the cross,that all
mankind should follow the exam-
})le of hisgreat humility; Merciful-
y grant, that we may both follow
the example of his patience, and
also be made partakers of his re-
surrection ; through the same Je-
sus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Epistle. Phil. 2. 5.

LET this mind be in you, which
4 was also in Christ Jesus : who,
being in the form of God,thought
it not robbery to be equal with
God ; but made himself of no re-
putation, and took upon him the
form of a servant, and was made
in the likeness of men : and being
found in fashion as a man, he
humbled himself,and became obe-
dient unto death, even the death
of the cross. Wherefore God also
hath highly exalted him, and giv-
en him a Name which is above
every name; that at the Name of
Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in
earth, and things under the earth;
and that every tongue should con-
fess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to
the glory of God the Father.

The Gospel. St. Matth. 27. 1.

HEN the morning was come,

all the chief priests and

elders of the people took coun-
sel against Jesus, to put him to
death. And when they had bound
him, they led him away, and de-
livered him to Pontius Pilate the
governour. Then Judas who had
betrayed him, when he saw that
he was condemned, repented him-
sclf, and brought again the thirty
pieces of silver to the chief priests
and elders, saying, I have sinned,
in that I have betrayed the inno-

silver in the temple, and departed
and went and hanged himself. And
the chief priests took the silver
pieces, and sald, It is not lawful
for to put them into the treasury,
because it is the price of blood.
And they took counsel, and bought
with themn the potter’s field, to
bury strangersin. Wherefore that
field was called, The field of blood,
unto this day. (Then was ful-
filled that which was spoken by
Jeremy the prophet, saying, And
they took the thirty pieces of sil-
ver, the price of him that was
valued, whom they of the children
of Israel did value, and gave them
for the potter’s ﬁeid, as the Lord
appointed me.) And Jesus stood
before the governour; and the
governour asked him, saying, Art
thou the King of the Jews ? And
Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest.
And when he was accused of the
chief priests and elders, he an-
swered nothing. Thensaith Pilate
unto him, Hearest thou not how
many things they witness against
thee? And he answered him
to never a word, insomuch that
the governour marvelled greatly.
Now at that feast the governour
was wont to release unto the peo-
ple a prisoner, whom they would.
And they had then a notable pri-
soner, called Barabbas. There-
fore when they were gathered
together, Pilate said unto them,
‘Whom will ye that I release unto
you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is
called Christ ? For he knew that
for envy they had delivered him.
When he was set down on the
judgment-seat, his wife sent unto.
him, saying, Have thou nethin
to do with that just man: for
have suffered many things this
day in a dream because of him.
But the chief priests and elders
persuaded the multitude that they
should ask Barabbas, and destroy
Jesus. The governour answered
and sald unto them, Whether of

cent blood. And they said, What
is that to us? see thou to that.
And he cast down the pieces of
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the twain will ye that I release
unto you ? They said, Barabbas,
Pilate saith unto them, What



such as could be known only to
one who stood near the Cross.
The third is that of St. John,
who (as we know) stood at the
very foot of the Cross itself, and
who (in accordance with the cha-
racter of his Gospel as ‘‘a Sup-
plemental Gospel’’) fills up the
other narratives with peculiar
and characteristic details, thus
supplying not unfrequently the
key to their true significance.

This Gospel is the second part
of the general outline narrative
of St. Matthew. It tells us (a)of
the delivery of Our Lord by the
Sanhedrim to Pilate; (b) the re-
morse of Judas, mocked by the
chief priests, his suicide, the des-
tination assigned to the thirty
pieces of silver as the price of
blood, and a quotation from an-
cient prophecy illustrating the
whole. This section is peculiar
to St. Matthew, and the quota-
tion presents some critical diffi-
culty, for it only resembles (and
this not very closely) a passage
not in Jeremiah, but in Zecha-
riah (xi. 12, 13).* Then (¢) pass-
ing to the tribunal of Pilate

- outside the palace (see John
xviii. 28, 29), it notices only the
one question, ‘““Art Thoun the
King of the Jews?’’ Our Lord’s
assent, and subsequent silence
in spite of Pilate’s remonstrance ;
and goes on at once to the at-
tempt of Pilate to release Him—
which, if we had no other record,
might seem unaccountable—the
warning dream of Pilate’s wife
(peculiar to St. Matthew), the
rejection by the people, and the
clamour for His Crucifixion, and,

after this (again peculiar to St.
Matthew), Pilate’s washing his
hands, and the cry, ‘“His blood
be on us and on our children”’;
(d) afterwards entering, or look-
ing into, the Praetorium, it de-
scribes the scourging, the mock-
ing, the scarlet robe, and the
crown of thorns ; (e) next, briefly
noticing the pressing of S8imon
of Cyrene to bear the Cross, it
narrates the coming to Gol-
gotha, the offer of the vinegar
and gall, the parting His gar-
ments, the superscription, and
the guard round the Cross; (f)
during the Crucifixion itself it
records the taunts of the people,
of the chief priests (so strangely
coinciding with Ps. xxii. 8), and
of the robbers crucified with
Him: and then the darkness
overhanging the land, and the
one bitter cry (quoting Ps. xxii.
1) which rang out from it; last-
ly, the giving Him the vinegar
(which brought with it death),
the second loud cry, and the
death itself. (g) Then, it re-
lates the signs which marked
the death of the Lord, the rend-
ing of the veil, significant of the
opening of the access to God,
and (peculiar to St. Matthew's
record) the earthquake opening
the graves, and the rising (for a
time ?) of the dead after His Re-
surrection—the symbol and ear-
nest of the great Resurrection
of the future. (&) It ends with
the confession, wrung from the
centurion superintending the
Crucifixion, by the sight both of
the Passion itself and the signs
following, “ Truly this was the
Son of God.”

* In the Old Latin Version,and in some of the Fathers, the reading is simply
*' by the prophet ”’; and it has been thought that ‘‘ Jeremiah” is the gloss of
some copyist, remembering confusedly Jer. xviii, and xix. Itis notable that
the passage occurs in that part of our Book of Zechariah which, by the
strongest internal evidence, is referred to the age of Jeremiah, the eve of
the Captivity ; and St. Jerome declares that he had seen the quotation in an
“apocryphal’”’ Book of Jeremiah, which may perhaps mean a writing of
Jeremiah not included in the Book bearing his name.
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THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE EASTER.

shall T do then with Jesus, which
is called Christ ? They all say unto
him, Let him be crucified. And
the governour said, Why, what
evil hath hedone ? Butthey cried
out the more, saying, Let him be
crucified. 'When Pilate saw that
he could prevail nothing, but that
rather a tumult was made, he took
water, and washed his hands be-
fore the multitude, saying, I am
innocent of the hlood of this just
person: see ye to it. Then an-
swered all the people, and said,
His blood be on us, and on our
children. Then released he Bar-
abbas unto them: and when he
had scourged Jesus he delivered
him to be crucified. Then the
soldiers of the governour took
Jesus into the common hall, and
gathered unto him the whole band
of soldiers. And they stripped
him, and put on him a scarlet
robe. And when they had platted
a crown of thorns they put it upon
his head, and a reed in his right
hand : and they bowed the knee
before him, and mocked him, say-
ing, Hail, King of the Jews. And
they spit upon him, and took the
reed, and smote him on the head.
And after that they had mocked
him they took the robe off from
him, and put his own raiment on
him, and led him away to crucify
him. And as they came out they
found a man of Cyrenc, Simon by
name ; him they compelled to bear
his cross. And when they were

come untoa place called Golgotha,

that is to say, a place of a skull,

they gave him vinegar to drink

mingled with gall: and when he

had tasted thereof, he would not

drink. And they crucified him,

and parted his garments, casting

lots: that it might be fulfilled,

which was ?oken by the prophet,

They parted my garments among

them, and upon my vesture did

they cast lots. And sitting down

they watched him there; and set

up over his head his accusation

written, THIS IS JESUS THE
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KING OF THE JEWS. Then
were therc two thieves crucified
with him ; one on the right hand,
and another on the left. And they
that passed by reviled him, wag-
ging their heads, and saying, Thou
that destroyest the temple, and
buildest it in three days, save thy-
self: if thou be the Son of God,
come down from the cross. Like-
wisealso the chief priests mocking
him, with the scribes and elders
said, He saved others, himself he
cannot save : if he be the King of
Israel, let him now come down
from the cross,and we will believe
him. He trusted in God ; let him
deliver him now, if he will have
him: for he said, I am the Son
of God. The thieves also, which
were crucified with him, cast the
same in his teeth. Now from the
sixth hour there was darkness over
all the land unto the ninth heour.
And about the ninth hour Jesus
cried with a loud voice, saying,
Lli, Eli, lama sabachthani ? that
is to say, My Ged, my God, why
hast thou forsaken me ? Some of
them that stood there, when they
heard that, said, This man calleth
for Elias. And straightway one
of them ran, and took a spunge,
and filled it with vinegar, and put
it on a reed, and gave him to
drink. The rest said, Let be, let
us see whether Elias will come to
save him. Jesus, when he had
cried again with a loud voice,
Yielded up the ghost. And be-
hold, the vail of the temple was
rent in twain from the top to the
bottoimn, and the earth did quake,
and the rocksrent, and thegraves
were opened, and many bodies of
saints which slept arose, and came
out of the graves after his resur-
rection, and went into the holy
city, and appeared unto many.
Now when the centurion, and they
that were with him, watching Je-
sus, saw the earthquake, and those
things that were done, they feared

eatly, saying, Truly this wasthe
Son of Gog, v
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Throughout, the history is of
the Passion in its main visible
features, true and vivid, but im-
perfect, with none of the more
solemn and pathetic details, as

it might appear to one kept at a
distance by the soldiers, min-
gling with the crowd, and not
daring to associate himself with
the Sufferer.

Wonduy before Guster.

Tae EristLeE (substituted in
1549 for Isa. 1. 5-10) is one of
the most magnificent passages
in Isaiah, describing the Re-
deemer, not as a Sufferer, but
as a Conqueror and Avenger.
It opens (a) with a picture of
One (vs. 1-6) coming from the
vanquished stronghold of Edom,
who, in answer to the prophet’s
inquiry who He is, and why He
comes with garments dyed in
blood, proclaims Himself the
Righteous Saviour of His people,
seeing Himself to be the only
helper of their helplessness, and
avenging that helplessness on
their heathen oppressors, be-
cause the day of Redemption is
oome. To this succeeds (b) the
answer of the Prophet in the
name of the people (vs. 7-14),
praising God for His loving-
kindness and mercy; declaring
that in their affliction He was
afflicted, and was ever ready to
save, to redeem, and to bear
them up; acknowledging their
gin and its deserved chastise-
ment ; but believing still in His
remembrance of the Covenant
with Moses, with its spiritual
blessings and visible deliverance
and guidance, and of His tender
care of them in the days of old.
Finally (¢) he turns to prayer,
that God would look down upon
them, outcasts though they are,
unworthy to be the seed of Abra-
ham ; that, as their Father and
Redeemer, He would call them
back from their wanderings and
hardness of heart ; that He would
no longer treat them (for this is
the true sense of the original) as
* those over whom He never bare
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rule, those who are not catled by
His Name.” The whole is espe-
cially notable here, because pre-
senting to us—much as in the
Apocalypse—the vision of the
Second Coming of Christ, which
He Himself foretold in the hour
of Hisrejection (Mark xiv. 61, 62).

TuaE GospeL ig the first part
of the ‘“ Passion of St. Mark”’
up to the condemnation of Qur
Lord.

It agrees almost exactly
throughout with the record of
St. Matthew ; but adds (as is
usual with St. Mark) some of
the graphic touches which mark
eye-witness, as, for example (in
v. 13), the “ man bearing a pitch-
er of water’; (in w». 80) ‘“‘the
cock crowing twice’’; (in vs. 51,
52) the curious episode of the
young man who fled away naked ;
(in v. 54) Peter’s “ warming him-
self at the fire.”” Some of these
appear also in the narrative of
St. Luke.

(a) As in the other Evangelists,
the narrative begins with the
FEAST AT BETHANY, Which, as we
learn from St. John (xii. 1), took
place before the Trinmphal En-
try, but which appears to be
noticed here, because the rebuke
of Judas (see John xii. 7)—the
leader of the murmuring against
the woman (Mary, the sister of
Lazarus)—perhaps first suggest-
ed THE BETRAYAL, now plotted
with the chief priests. Our
Lord’s commendation—to be a
memorial of her for ever;-is of
her loving delight in sacrifice,
offering to Him, without calcu-
lation, of her best, and that,
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‘For the Epistle. Tsaiah 63. 1.
HO'is this that cometh from
Fdom, with dyed garments

from Bozrah ? this thatisglorious
in his apparel, travelling in the
greatness of his strength ? I that
speak in righteousness, mighty to
save. Wherefore art thou red in
thine apparel, and thy garments
like him that treadeth in the wine-
fat ? Thavetrodden the wine-press
alone, and of the people there was
none with me: for I will tread
them in mine anger, and trample
them in my fury, and their blood
shall be s(frinkled upon my gar-
ments, and I will stain all my rai-
ment. For the day of vengeance
is in mine heart, and the year of
my redeemed i8 come. And I
looked, and there was none to
help ; and I wondered that there
was none to uphold: therefore
mine own arm brought salvation
unto e, and my fury it upheld
me. And I will tread down the
people in mine anger, and make
them drunk in my fury, and I will
bring down their strength to the
earth. I will mention the loving-
kindnesses of the Lord, and the
praises of the Lord, according to
allthat the Lord hath bestowed on
us, and the great goodness towards
the house of Israel, which he hath
bestowed on them, according to
his mercies, and according to the
multitude of his loving-kindness-
es. For hesaid, Surely they are my
people, children that will not lie”;
80 he was their Saviour. In all
their affliction he was aflicted, and
the angel of his presence saved
them : in his love, and in his pity,
he redeemed them, and he bare
them, and carried them all the
days of old. But they rebelled,
and vexed his Holy Spirit ; there-
fore he was turned to be their ene-
my, and he fought against them.
Then he remembered the days of
old, Moses and his people, saying,
Where is he that brought them
up out of the sea with the shep-
herd of hisflock ? whereis he that
put his Holy Spirit within him ?
that led them by the right hand
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of Moses, with his glorious arm,
dividing the water Defore them,
to make himself an everlasting
Name? that led them through
thedeep as an horse in the wilder-
ness, that they should not stum-
ble? As a beast goeth down into
the valley, the Spirit of the Lord
caused him to rest : so didstthou
lead thy §eople, to make thyself a
glorious Name.” Look down from
heaven, and behold from the ha-
bitation of thy holiness, and of
thy glory : where is thy zeal, and
thy strength, the sounding of thy
bowels, and of thy mercies to-
wards me ? Are they restrained ?
Doubtless thou art our Father,
though Abraham be ignorant of
us, and Israel acknowledge us not:
Thou, O Lord, art our Father, our
Redeemer, thy Name is from ever-
lasting. O Lord, why hast thou
made us to err from thy ways?
and hardened our hearts from thy
fear? Return for thy servants’
sake, the tribes of thine inherit-
ance. The people of thy holiness
have possessed it but alittle while:
ouradversaries have trodden down
thysanctuary. We are thine: thou
never barest rule overthem ; they
were not called by thy Name.
The Gospel. St. Mark 14. 1.
A FTER two days was the
feast of the Passover, and of
unleavened bread : and the chief
priests and the scribes sought how
they might take him by eraft, and
put him to death. But they said,
Not on the feast-day, lest there
be an uproar of the people, And
being in Bethany, in the house of
Simon the leper, as he sat at meat,
there came a woman having an
alabaster box of ointment of spike-
nard, very precious ; and she brake
the box, and poured it on his head.
And there were some that had in-
dignation within themselves, and
said, Why was this waste of the
ointment made ? for it might have
been sold for more thanthree hun-
dred pence, and have been given
to the poor: and they murmured
against her. And Jesussaid, Let
her alone ; why trouble ye her?



moreover, at a critical time, be-
fore He was taken from them.
‘While it refuses to estimate ser-
vice by manifest usefulness, it
cannot be taken as determining,
in general, any intrinsic superi-
ority in the direct service of
honour to Him, as compared
with the service to the poor, His
representatives (Matt. xxv. 40).

(b) The next scene is the cele-
bration of the PassoveEr FEasT,
of which (from comparison with
John xiii. 1, 29 & xviii. 28 & xix.
14, 42) it seems clear that Our
Lord anticipated the ordinary
time, whether by Galilean cus-
tom, or from special desire to
eat it with His disciples before
the Passion (see Luke xxii. 15).
Here we have the prediction of
the Betrayal, and the awful judg-
ment on the traitor, of the de-
gertion of the disciples (illustrat-
ed by quotation from Zech. xiii.
7), and of the denial of St. Peter;
and the Institution of the Holy
Communion, explaining the mys-
terions predictions of a year be-
fore (John vi. 53-58), by shewing
what it is to ‘“‘eat the flesh and
drink the blood of the Son of
Man,” superseding the Paschal
Feast, which had hallowed the
old Covenant, by the better Feast
which hallows the New.

(¢) Thence, after the final Pas-
chal Hymn, we pass towards the
Mount of Olives and to the AcoNy
IN GETHSEMANE—the shrinking
of His human will from the Pas-
sion of body, soul, and spirit, and
the bowing it by spiritual strug-
gle to the Will of the Father.
(In comparison with Matt. xxvi.
39, 42, we see that St. Mark’s nar-
rative does not mark the subtle
and instructive distinction be-
tween the first and second utter-
ances of Our Lord.) We note
also the failure of the disciples,
in the ‘“weakness of the flesh,”
“sleeping”’ (as St. Luke tells
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us) “for sorrow,” and so leaving
Him to the loneliness, with which
He pathetically reproaches all,
and the eager St. Peter espe-
cially ; the sad irony of the last
words, * Sleep on now, and take
your rest” ; and the calm readi-
ness to meet death (as in pre-
sage of victory), ‘‘ Rise, let us be
going.” -~ .

(@) Immediately follows the
BETRAYAL by the Judas-kiss of
unspeakable treachery, the sud-
den attempt of ‘“one of them”
(St. Peter) to resist, the remon-
strance with His enemies for the
violence of their attack on One,
who had been always with them
unprotected in the Temple, and
the flight of the disciples. Then
He is led away from the darkness
of the Valley of Kedron up by the
moonlit path to the gates of Je-
rusalem. Here occurs the pecu-
liar episode, which, both in its
picturesqueness and its apparent
triviality, marks the vivid story
of an eye-witness. Who the young
man was, and why he followed
with only the linen cloth round
his naked body, we know not.
Conjecture makes him St. Mark
himself, Lazarus, or Simon of
Bethany.

(e) The record of the CONDEM-
NATION BEFORE THE SANHEDRIM
agrees almost exactly with St.
Matthew, except that St. Mat-
thew (xxvi. 63) supplies the so-
lemn adjuration of the High
Priest, under which Our Lord
breaks the silence, hitherto kept
in spite of the repeated false
witness and previous question.
Here it is notable that St. John’s
Gospel (ii. 19-21) alone explains
the accusation about the Temple
—a perversion of words actually
uttered by Our Lord. Theanswer
of Our Lord—*“I am”—is abso-
Intely explicit in claim of Mes-
gishship, and the words follow-
ing clearly allude to the cele-

MONDAY BEFORE EASTER.

she hath wrought a good work on
me : for ye have the poor with
you always, and whensoever ye
will ye may do them good; but

me ye have not always. She hath °

done what she could ; she iscome
aforchand to anoint my body to
the burying. Verily I say unto
you, Wheresoever this Gospel
shall be preached throughout the
whole world, this also that she
hath done shall be spoken of for
a memorial of her. And Judas
Iscariot, one of the twelve, went
unto the chief priests to betray
him unto them. And when they
heard it they were glad, and pro-
mised to give him money. And
he sought how he might conve-
niently betray him. And the first
day of unleavened bread, when
they killed the passover, his dis-
ciples said unto him, Where wilt
thou that we go and prepare, that
thou mayest eat the passover ?
And he sendeth forth two of his
disciples, and saith unto them, Go
ye into the city, and there shall
meet you a man bearing a pitcher
of water; follow him : Andwhere-
soever he shall goin, say ye to the
good-man of the house, The Mas-
ter saith, Where is the guest-cham-
ber, where I shall eat the passover
with my disciples? And he will
shew you a large upper-room fur-
nished, and prepared : there make
ready for us. And his disciples
went forth, and came into the city,
and found as he had said unto
them : and they made ready the
passover. And in the evening he
eometh with the twelve. And as
they sat, and did eat, Jesus said,
Verily I say unto you, One of you
which eateth with me shall betray
me, And they began to be sor-
rowful, and to say unto him one
by one, Isit I ? and another said,
Isit I? And he answered and said
unto them, It is one of the twelve
that dippeth with me in the dish.
The Son of Man indeed goeth, as
it is written of him : but woe to that
man by whom the Son of Man is
betrayed: good were it for that
man if he had never been born.

And as they did eat, Jesus took
bread, and blessed, and brake it,
and gave to them, and said, Take,
eat: this is my body. And he
took the cup, and when he had
. given thanks he gave it to them ¢
i and they all drank of it. And he
i said unto them, This is my blood
of the new testament, which is
shed for many. Verily I say unto
you, I will drink no more of the
fruit of the vine, until that day
that I drink it new in the Kingdom -
of God. And when they had sung
an hymn they went out into the
mount of Olives. And Jesus saith
unto them, All ye shall be offend-
ed because of me this night: for
it is written, I will smite the shep-
herd, and the sheep shall be scat~
tered. But, after that I am risen,
I will go before you into Galilee.
But Peter said unto him, Although
all shall be offended, yet will not
I. And Jesus saith unto him,
Verily 1 say unto thee, That this
day, even in this night, before the
cock crow twice, thou shalt deny
me thrice. But he spake the more
vehemently, If I should die with
thee, I will not deny thee in any
wise. Likewise also said they all
And they came to a place which
was named Gethsemane ;: and he
saith to his disciples, Sit ye here,
while I shall pray. And he taketh
with him Peter, and James, and
John, and began to be sore amaz-
ed, and tobe very heavy, and saith
unto them, My soul is exceeding
sorrowful unto death; tarry ye
here, and watch. And he went
forward a little, and fell on the
ground, and prayed, that, if it
were possible, the hour might pass
from him. And he said, Agb&
Father, all things are possible un-
to thee; take away this cup from
me ; nevertheless, not what I will,
but what thou wilt. And he com-
eth and findeth them sleeping, and
saith unto Peter, Simon, sleepest
thou ? couldest not thou watch
one hour? Watch ye and pray.
lest ye enter into temptation : the
spirit truly is ready, but the flesh

is weak. And again he went away
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brated vision of Daniel (vii. 18,

14) of ‘“the Son of Man”
“brought to the Ancient of
days,” and invested with the
universal and eternal Kingdom.
Then follows—in the condemna-
tion for blasphemy, and the in-
sulting mockery of the servants
—the first rejection of Him by
His own people.

(f) Lastly, we have the record
of the DENIAL oF St. PETER,
agreeing almost word for word
with the narrative of St. Mat-
thew. We note, as singularly
true to human nature, that each
denial was (so to speak) forced
upon him, partly by his boldness
in entering the High Priest’s
palace, partly by his attempt to
conceal discipleship and by pre-
vious denials; that each became
more hardened and emphatic,
even to perjury; and that the
revulsion of feeling, when it did
come, came at once and with over-
whelming power.

&8

TrE ProPER LESsoNs from the
Old Testament (Lam. i. 1-15;
ii. 13-22) begin a series of selec-
tions from the Lamentations of
Jeremiah, uttered over the suf-
fering and shame of the Holy
City, as trodden down by her
frinmphant enemies. 8o far
as they speak only of suffering,
they are applied to the Great
Sufferer; so far as they confess
sin and call to repentance,
they apply to us whose sins
nailed Him to the Cross. The
Second Lessons (John xiv. 1-
15; 15-31) begin Our Lord’s last
discourse to His disciples, (a)
declaring His departure ““to pre-
pare a place for them *” ; () mani-
festing Himself as the *“ Way, the
Truth, and the Life,’”” so that, in
seeing Him they see the Father ;
(e) promising His Presence and
the Presence of the Father with
them through the gift of the Com-
forter ; and (d) thusleaving them
Hig peace for ever.

MONDAY BEFORE EASTER.

and prayed, and spake the same
words. And when he returned he
found them asleep again, (for their
eyes were heavy,) neither wist
they what to answer him. And
he cometh the third time, and
saith unto them, Sleep on now,
and take your rest: it is enough,
the hour iscome; behold, the Son
of Man is betrayed into the hands
of sinners. Rise up, let'usgo; lo,
he that betrayeth me is at hand.
And immediately, while he yet
spake, cometh Judas, one of the
twelve and with him a great mul-
titude with swords and staves,
from the cnief priests, and the
scribes, and the elders. And he
that betrayed him had given them
a token, saying, Whomsoever I
shall kiss, that same is he ; take
him, and lead him away safely.
And as soon as he was come he
goeth straightway to him, and
saith, Master, master ; and kissed
him. And they laid their hands
on him, and took him, And one
of them that stood by drew a
sword, and smote a servant of the
high priest, and cut off his ear.
And Jesus answered, and said unto
them, Are ye come out as against
a thief, with swords and with
staves, to take me? I was daily
with you in the temple teaching,
and ye took 1ne not: but theSerip-
tures must be fulfilled. And they
all forsook him, and fled. And
there followed him a certain young
man, having a linen cloth cast
about his naked body; and the

oung men laid hold on him : and
ﬁe left the linen cloth, and fled

. from them naked. And they led

Jesus away to the high priest . and
with him were assembled all the
chief priests, and the elders, and
the scribes. And Peter followed
him afar off, even into the palace
of the high priest ; and he sat with
the servants, and warmed himself
at the fire. And the chief priests
and all the council sought for wit-
ness against Jesus to put him to
death ; and found none. For
many bare false witness against
him, but their witness agreed not

together. And there arose cer-
tain, and bare false witness against
him, saying, We heard him say,
I will destroy this temple that is
made with hands, and within three
days I will build another made
without hands. But neither so did
their witness agree together. And
the high priest stood up in the
midst, and asked Jesus, saying,
Answerest thou nothing? what is
it which these witness against
thee ? But he held his peace, and
answered nothing. Again the high
priest asked bim, and said unto
him, Art thou the Christ, the Son
of the Blessed ? And Jesus said, I
am; and ye shall see the Son of
Man sitting on the right hand of
power, and coming in the clouds
of heaven. Then the high priest
rent his clothes, and saith, at
need we any further witnesses ? ye
have heard the blasphemy : what
think ye? And they all condemn-
ed him to be guilty of death. And
some began to spit on him, and to
cover his face, and to buffet him,
and to say untohim, Prophesy: and
the servants did strike him with
the palms of their hands. And as
Peter was beneath in the palace
there cometh one of the maids of
the high priest ; and when she saw
Peter warming himself she look-
ed upon him, and said, And thou
also wast with Jesus of Nazareth.
But he denied, saying, I know not,
neither understand I what thou
sayest. And he went out into the
porch; and the cock crew. And a
maid saw him again, and began to
say to them that stood by, This
is one of them. And he denied it
again. And alittle after, they that
stood by said again to Peter, Sure-
ly thou art one of them; for thou
art a Galilean, and thy speech
agreeth thereto. But he began to
curse and to swear, saying, I know
not this man of whom ye speak.
And thesecond time the cock erew.
And Peter called to mind the word
that Jesus said unto him, Before
the cock crow twice, thou shalt
deny me thrice. And when he
thought thereon, he wept.
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Tuesduy before Euster.

Tree Epiistie (Isa. 1. 5-11)
stands in marked contrast with
the preceding, for it depicts the
Suffering Servant of the Lord
throughout ; first (a), (vs. 5, 6)
in His obedience, willingly en-
during suffering and insult;
next (b), (vs. 7-9), in His calm
and perfect confidence that God
will justify Him, and that His
enemies shall fade and vanish
away ; lastly (¢), (vs. 10, 11), in
His message to those who, walk-
ing in obedience and godly fear,
have yet no light; it bids them
wait for God’s good time, and
warns them that those who kin-
dle a light of their own devis-
ing shall lie down in shame and
sorrow. The application to
the Great Sufferer of Calvary
throughout—in His self-sacrifice,
His calmness, and His patient
endurance—and to those who
take up their cross and follow
Him, is obvious.

T GospeL, the second part
of the * Passion of St. Mark,”

. should be compared throughout

with the Gospel of Palm Sunday
from St. Matthew. With this it
closely coincides, but is briefer—
in fact, is the briefest and sim-
plest history of the Passion. It
adds, however, a few independent
details—in v. 7, the fact that Ba-
rabbas had committed bloodshed
in the insurrection ; inv. 21, that
Simon was * the father of Alex-
ander and Rufus’ (see Rom.
xvi. 18) ; in v. 25, that the Cruci-
fixion began at ‘“the third
hour”’; while it omits several
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details given by St. Matthew—
the repentance and suicide of
Judas (xxvi. 3-9), the dream of
Pilate’s wife (v. 19), and the
washing of his hands (vs. 24, 25) ;
and the greater signs following
upon the death of the Lord (ve.
51, 52). We may note that what
St. Matthew calls a *‘scarlet
robe,” St. Mark with greater
precision describes as ‘‘ purple,”
which is not what we call by that
name, but the bright scarlet of
royalty.

Tre ProPER LESSoNS continue
those of the preceding day. The
First Lessons (Lam. iii. 1-84, 34
-66) form the central portion of
the Lamentations, bringing out
most clearly the great character-
istics of the book,—first, the deep
sense of suffering, of contempt
from man, of desolation before
God; next, the confession of un-
worthiness and sin; and, lastly,
in spite of all, the continuance
of hope, and confidence in the
mercy of God. The Second Les-
sons (John =xv. 1-14, 14-27),
carry on Our Lord’s last dis-
course to His Apostles, (a) bring-
ing out in the Parable of the
Vine their unity with Him, with
its fruit of a love like His to all
mankind; (») warning them of

the hatred and persecution.

which, like Him, they have to
expect from the world; (¢) and
ending in the renewed promise
of the Comforter, by whose
witness to Christ they also
shall be enabled to bear wit-
ness.

Tuesvay before &Easter.

For the Epistle. Isaiah 50. 5.
HE TLord God hath opened
miae ear, and 1 was not rebel-
lious, neither turned away back. I
gave my back to the smiters, and
my cheeks to them that plucked
off the hair: I hid not my face
from shame and spitting. For the
Lord God will help me, therefore
shall I not be confounded : there-
fore have I set my face like a
flint, and I know that I shall not
be ashamed. He is near that jus-
tifieth me ; who will contend with
me? Let us stand together ; who
is mine adversary? let him come
near to me. Behold, the Lord God
will help me ; who i8 he that shall
condemn me ? Lo, they all shall
wax old as a garment: the moth
shall eat them up. Who is among
you that feareth the Lord, that
obeyeth the voice of his servant,
that walketh in darkness, and
hath no light? let him trust in
the Name of the Lord, and stay
upon his God. Behold, all ye that
kindle a fire, that compass your-
sclves about with sparks ; walk in
the light of your fire, and in the
sparks that ye have kindled. This
shall ye have of mine hand, ye
shall lie down in sorrow.
The Gospel. St. Mark 15. 1.
AN D straightway in the morn-
ing the chief priests held a
consultation with the elders, and
scribes, and the whole council,
and bound Jesus, and carried him
away, and delivered him to Pilate.
And Pilate asked him, Art thou
the King of the Jews? And he
answering said unto him, Thou
sayest it. And the chief priests
accused him of many things : but
he answered nothing. And Pilate
asked him again, saying, Answer-
est thou nothing? behold how
many things they witness against
thee. But Jesus yet answered no-
thing: so that Pilate marvelled.
Now at that feast he released unto
them one prisoner, whomsoever
they desired. And there was one
named Barabbas, which lay bound
with them that had made insur-
rection with him, who had com-

mitted murder in the insurrection,
And the multitude, crying aloud,
began to desire him to do as Le
had ever done unto them. But
Pilate answered them, saying, Will
ye that Irelease unto you the King
of the Jews ? For he knew that the
chief priests had delivered him for
envy. But the chief priests moved
the peo%le, that he should rather
release Barabbas unto them. And
Pilate answered, and said again
unto them, What will ye then that
I shall do unto him whom ye call
the King of the Jews ? And they
cried out again, Crucify him, Then
Pilate said unto them, Why, what
evil hath he done ? And they cried
out the more exceedingly, Crucify
him. And so Pilate, willing to con-
tent the people, released Barabbas
unto them, and delivered Jesus,
when he had scourged him, to be
crucified. And thesoldiersledhim
away into the hall, called Preeto-
rium ; and they call together the
whole band. And they clothed
him with purple, and platted a
crown of thorns, and put it about
his head : and began to salute him,
Hail, King of the Jews. And they
smote him on the head with a
reed, and did spit upon him, and
bowing their knees worshipped
him. And when they had mocked
him they took off the purple from
him, and put his own clothes on
him, and led him out to crucify
him. And they compel one Simon
a Cyrenian, who passed by, com-
ing out of the country, the father
of Alexander and Rufus, to bear
bis cross. And they bring him
unto the place Golgotha, which is,
being interpreted, The place of a
skull. And they gave him to drink
wine mingled with myrrh ; but he
received it not. And wheh they
had crucified him they parted his
garments, casting lots upon them,
what every man should take. And
it was the third hour, and they
crucified him. And the super-
scription of his accusation was
written over, THE KING OF
THE JEWS. And with him they
crucify two thieves, the one on his

83



Wednesdup before EGuster,

Tae ErisTLE—drawn from the
great Epistle to the Hebrews—
as a whole, is plain in its mean-
ing, carrying on the contrast of
the first and second Covenants,
brought out in the Epistle for
Passion Sunday. It refers (a)
to the consecration by blood of
the solemn Covenant of God with
Israel under Mount Sinai(Exod.
xxiv. 5-8), and of the Tabernacle
and the Priests (Lev. viii.) ; then
(b) contrasts with this blood of
bulls and goats, constantly offer-
ed, and availing only to cleanse
ceremonially the. earthly copies
of heavenly things, the Blood of
Christ offered by Himself; and
(¢) dwells on His entry for us
once for all throngh His atoning
Blood into the Holiest Place of
Heaven itself, there to remain
till He comes again, to complete
the salvation which He has won.
But the first clause, both in
translation and idea, is difficult.
The word rendered * testament”’
ija the same which has been
throughout the whole context,
and in the New Testament ge-
nerally, translated * covenant”’
(see Heb. viii. 6—ix. 15), and to
alter the rendering of it is to
break the continuity of thought.
Moreover, the idea of a testa-
ment, as the will of a dying per-
son, seems to have no proper
connection with the relation of
God to man, which is perfected
in the Lord Jesus Christ, just
because He is not dead but
“ alive for evermore.” Probably,
on the whole, it is best to render
thus, “ Where a covemant is”
(hetween God and sinners as
such) ‘““there must be brought
forward® (or represented) *the
death of the covenanting person ;
for a covenant has force over the
dead ; for doth it ever avail while
he that made it liveth?’* The
reference will then be to the
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sacrifice of the sin-offering—such
as hallowed the old Covenant—
representing the covenanter with
God as really dead before Him
in penalty of sin, and, by death
of the victim, delivering him
through the mercy of God, and
restoring him to unity with Him.
The coherence with all that goes
before and follows will thus be
maintained.

THE GospEL is the first part
of the “Passion of St. Luke,”
and should be compared care-
fully with the narratives of St.
Matthew and St. Mark, with
which, on the whole, it agrees
closely, not however without
many notable omissions and in.
sertions. ~ Like the Third Gospel
generally, this narrative of St.
Luke is marked by special beauty
and depth of pathos.

Following the same divisions
as in the Gospel for Monday
before Easter, we observe that,—

(@) THE FEAST AT BETHANY i8
altogether omitted, and the re-
solution of Judas to betray his
Master referred simply to the
temptation of Satan, without
notice of the occasion which
may first have suggested it.

(b) THE PassoveEr FEAST is
described with special fulness.
Several important details are
found in St. Luke alone—Our
Lord’s earnest desire to eat it
with them, which may be con-
nected with His apparent an-
ticipation of the ordinary time;
His refusal to drink of the Pas-
chal Cup at Supper, in anticipa-
tion of.the “new wine® of the
Kingdom of God; the fact that,
only when the Paschal Supper
was over, did He break the bread
and give the cup to His disci-
ples. Moreover, in the Institu-
tion of the Holy Communion St.
Luke adds the important words

WEDNESDAY BEFORE EASTER.

e ———

right hand, and the other on his | Jesus cried with a loud voice, say-

left. And the scripture was fulfil-
led, which saith, And he was num-
bered with the transgressors. And
they that passed by railed on him,
wagging their heads, and saying,
Ah, thou that destroyest the tem-
ple, and buildest it in three days,
save thyself, and come down from
the cross. Likewise also the chief
priests mocking said ainong them-
selves, with the scribes, He saved
others; himself he cannot save.
Let Christ the King of Israel de-
scend now from the cross, that we
nay see and believe. And they
that were crucified with him re-
viled hiin. And when the sixth
hour was come, there was dark-
ness over the whole land until the
ninth hour. And at the ninth hour

ing, Eloi, Elot, lama sabachthant?
which is, being interpreted, My
God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me? And some of them
that stood by, when they heard it,
said, Behold, he calleth Elias.
And one ran and filled a spunge
full of vinegar, and put it on a
reed, and gave him to drink, say-
ing, Let alone ; let us see whether
Elias will come to take him down.
And Jesus cried with a loud voice,
and gave up the ghost. And the
vail of the temple was rent in
twain from the top to the bottom,
And when the centurion, which
stood over against him, saw that
he so cried out, and gave up the
ghost, he said, Truly this man
was the Son of God.

WWcunesvay before Easter,

The Epistle. Heb. 9. 16.

HERE a testament is, there

must also of necessity be the
death of the testator: for a testa-
ment is of force after men are
dead ; otherwise itisof no strength
at all whilst the testator liveth.
‘Whereupon, neither the first tes-
tament was dedicated without
blood : for when Moses had spok-
en every precept to all the people,
according to the law, he took the
blood of calves and of goats, with
water, and scarlet wool, and hys-
sop, and sprinkled both the book,
and all the people, saying, This is
the blood of the testament, which
God hathenjoined untoyou. More-
over, he sprinkled with blood both
the tabernacle, and all the vessels
of the ministry. And almost all
things are by the law purged with
blood ; and without shedding of
blood is no remission. It was
therefore necessary that the pat-
terns of things in the heavens
should be purified with these ; but
the heavenly things themselves
with better sacrifices than these.
For Christ is not entered into the
holy places made with hands,
which are the figures of the true,
but into heaven itself, new to ap-
pear in the presence of Goa for

us; nor yet that he should offer
himself often, as the high priest
entereth into the holy place every
year with blood of others : for then
must he often have suffered since
the foundation of the world ; but
now once in the end of the world
hath he appeared to put away sin
by the sacrifice of himself. And
as it is appointed unto men once
to die, but after this. the judyg-
ment : 8o Christ was once offered
to bear the sins of many; and
unto them that look for him shall
he appear the second time with-
out sin unto salvation.
The Gospel. St. Luke 22. 1.
OW the feast of unleavened
bread drew nigh, which is
called the Passover. And the chief
priests and scribes sought how they
might kill him ; for they feared the
geople. Then entered Satan into
udas surnamed Iscariot, being of
the number of the twelve. And
he went his way, and communed
with the chief priests and captains,
how he might betray him unto
them. And they were glad, and
covenanted to give him money.
And he promised. and sought op-
portunity to betray him unto them
1In the absence of the iaultitude.
Then came the day of unleavened
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¥This do in remembrance of
Me’’; containing the authority
for pleading His Sacrifice as a
memorial before God, and con-
tinuing this pleading “‘till He
comes’’ (1 Cor. xi. 26) ; supersed-
ing by this memorial the ancient
memorial of the Passover. Itis
remarkable that St. Luke’s ac-
count agrees almost verbally with
the record given by St. Paul (1
Cor. xi. 23-25). Again, in the
discourse after the Supper, St.
Luke alone tells us of the strife
for greatness in His Kingdom
among the disciples, which is at
once rebuked by Our Lord’s own
example, making self-abasement
the true Law of that Kingdom
on earth, and which yet in its
highest aspiration is satisfied
by the promise of the heavenly
Feast, and of the *twelve
thrones ”’ in the Kingdom of
glory. (The phrase, “I am a-
mong you as he that serveth,”
is curiously explained by the
washing the disciples’ feet, just
over, which is recorded to us
only by 8t. John (John xiii.
1-17).) From St. Luke again we
read of the command to provide
for their own needs and defence
(in contradistinction to the prac-
tice of their former mission), and
of the unintelligent literalism of
obedience in the Apostles in re-
spect of the ‘‘ two swords,’”’ which
explains how St. Peter came to
be armed in Gethsemane.

(e¢) St. Luke (the physician)
brings out especially the awful
reality of THE Aaoxy, alone tell-
ing us of the bloody sweat wrung
forth in the intensity of mental
struggle, and of the Angel sent
down (as at the Temptation) to
minister to Him.

(2) In the BETRAYAL we read
here of Our Lord’s reproof to
the traitor, ‘‘Judas, betrayest
thou the Son of Man with a
kiss?* and of His healing the
ear of the wounded servant by
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an act of mercy, which in the
turmoil probably the sufferer a-
lone knew.

(e) The record of the CONDENM-
NATION is briefer, omitting the
testimony of the false witnesses,
and placing the mockery before
the arraignment in the Council.

(f) The story of the DENIAL
or St. PETER varies in detail
from the others, and contains
the pathetic description of the
look of Our Lord upon His failing
disciple, which drew forth the
sudden tears of penitence.

Everywhere we see traces of in-
dependent narrative and touches
of impressive and pathetic de-
tail.

THE Prorer LEkssons.—The
First Lesson in the Morning
(Lam. iv. 1-21) completes the
series from the Lamentations,
contrasting the former glory and
beauty of Israel with its well-de-
served ruin ; the First. Lesson in
the Evening (Dan. ix. 20-27) is
the great prophecy (in answer to
Daniel’'s prayer and confession)
of the Seventy Weeks, at the end
of which ‘‘ Messiah shall be cut
off, but not for himself.”” The
Second Lessons (John xvi. 1-16,
16-33) complete Our Lord’s last
discourse, (a) renewing more
fully still the promise of the
Comforter — His office to the
world, to ‘““convince of sin, righ-
teousness, and judgment ’—His
office to the Church, ‘“to guide
into all the Truth,” and so
¢ glorify the Son”’; (») announ-
cing His approaching departure
to the Father, and His future
gpiritual Presence, tarning their
sorrow into joy, and’ their im.
perfect knowledge into perfec-
tion; (¢) finally, on their eager
profession of present faith and
knowledge, warning them of their
approaching desertion, and.yet
promising them final victory in
Him.

WEDNESDAY BEFORE EASTER.

bread, when the passover must be
killed. And he sent Peter and
John, saying, Go and prepare us
the passover, that we may eat.
And they said unto himn, Where
wilt thou that we prepare? And
he said unto them, Behold, when
ye are entered into the city, there
shall a man meet you, bearing a
pitcher of water ; follow him into
the house where he entereth in.
And ye shall say unto the good-
man of the house, The Master
saith unto thee, Where is the
guest-chamber, where 1 shall eat
the passover with my disciples?
And he shall shew you a large up-
per-room furnished ; there make
ready. And they went, and found
as he had said unto them: and
they made ready the passover.
And when the hour was come he
sat down, and the twelve Apostles
with hitn. And he said unto thein,
With desire I have desired to eat
this passover with you before 1
suffer : for I say unto you, 1 will
not any more eat thereof, until it
be fultilled in the Kingdom of God.
And he took the cup, and gave
thanks, and said, Take this, and
divide it among yourselves. For I
say unto you, { will not drink of
the fruit of the vine, until the
Kingdom of Godshall come. And
he took bread, and gave thanks,
and brake it, and gave unto them,
saying, This is my body, which is
given for you: this do in remem-
brance of me. Likewise also the
cup after supper, saying, This cup
is the new testament in my blood,
which is shed for you. But behold,

the hand of him that betrayeth :

me is with me on the table, And

truly the Son of Man goeth as it

was determined ; but woe unto
that man by whom he is betrayed.
And they began to enquire among
themselves, which of them it was

that should do this thing. And -

there was also a strife among
them, which of them should be ac-
counted the greatest. And he said
unto them, The kings of the Gen-
tiles exercise lordship over them,

and they that exercise autho-

rity upon them are called bene-
factors. But ye shall not be so¢
but he that is greatest among you,
let him be as the younger ; and
he that is chief, as he that doth
serve. For whether is greater, he
that sitteth at meat, or he that
serveth ? is not he that sitteth at
meat? but I am among you as he
that serveth. Ye are they which
have continued with me in my
temptations. And I appoint unto
you a kingdom, as iy Father hath
appointed unto me ; that ye may
eat and drink at my table in my
kingdom, and sit on thrones,judg-
ing the twelve tribes of Israel.
And the Lord said, Simon, Simon,
behold, Satan hath desired to have
you, that he may sift you as wheat:
but I have prayed for thee, that
thy faith fail not ; and when thou
art converted, strengthen thy bre-
thren. And he said unto him,
Lord, I am ready to go with thee
both into prison and to death.
And he said, 1 tell thee, Peter, the
cock shallnot crow this day, before
that thou shalt thrice deny that
thou knowest me. And he said
unto them, When I sent you with-
out purse, and scrip, and shoes,
lacked ye any thing? And they
said, Nothing. Then said he un-
to them, But now, he that hath a
purse, let him take it, and like-
wise his scrip : and he that hath
no sword, let him sell his gar-
ment, and buy one. For I say un-
to you, That this that is written
must yct be accomplished in me,
And he was reckoned among the
transgressors : for the things con-
cerning me have an end. And
they said, Lord, behold, here are
two swords. And he said unto
them, It is enough. And he came
out, and went, as he was wont, to
the mount of Olives, and his dis-
ciples also tollowed him. And
when he was at the place, hie said
unto them, Pray, that ye enter
not into temptation. And he was
withdrawn from them about a

' stone’s cast, and kneeled down and

prayed, saying, Father, if thou be
willing, remove this cup from me:
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Thuradap before Easter,

commonly called MavuxDY
TRURSDAY. The word Maundy
(although other derivations for
it have been suggested) appears
almost certainly to be derived,
like its French equivalent Mandé,
from the Mandatum, *‘the new
commandment '’ given by Our
Lord in connection with the
washing of the disciples’ feet
(John xiii. 34), and, perhaps also,
the ‘“ Do this in remembrance
of Me " of the Last Supper, just
ended. On thisday, accordingly,
it became the custom for Popes,
Kings, and Bishops to wash pub-
licly the feet of poor men, and
accompany the ceremony with
alms-giving, which still continues
with us in the King’s ‘“ Maun-
dy.”” The day was also marked
by the bathing of the Catechu-
mens, and the consecration of
the Chrism, preparatory to the
Easter Baptism, by the solemn
reconciliagtion of penitents, and
by the celebration—at any rate
in the African Church—of an
Evening Communion, in me-
mory of the first institution,
which was, however, disused and
discountenanced after the 7th
century.

TrE EPISTLE is the well-known
passage dascribing, and rebuk-
ing, the gross profanation of the
Holy Communion in the Corinth-
ian Church, probably arising in
part from its connection with
the Agape or Love-feast. It
seems that, instead of unity in
“the Lord’s Supper,” there were
divisions, through which each
person or knot of persons took
what became their ‘‘own' sup-
per,” and that excess and drun-
kenness disgraced the sacred
feast. The indignant rebuke of
this sacrilege—as a sin both a-
gainst the sacredness of *‘the
Church of God” and against
Christian brotherhood—leads St.
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Paul, first, to give a record of the
Institution, independent of, and
probably anterior to, our Gos-
pels in their present form, but
closely coincident with St. Luke’s
narrative; and, next, to warn
earnestly against this ‘“unworthy
partaking,” in which the sinner
‘““eats and drinks to himself a
judgment” (not *‘ damnation,”
but, as appears below, a tempo-
ral judgment, sent in order that
they should *‘not be condemn-
ed”’), and is *‘ guilty >’ in respect
“of the body and blood of the
Lord,” which he does rot * dis-
cern,” that is, distinguish from
common food. This sin had al-
ready been visited by judgments
of sickness and death. St. Paul
urges them to forsake it with-
out delay, and promises to order
hereafter whatever else is need-
ful—probably for guarding a-
gainst future profanation. Itis
natural to conjecture that from
this time the separation of the
Holy Communion fromthe 4gape
and its early celebration—which
we know to have already become
an e‘stablished usage in the se-
cond century—began by Apos-
tolic authority,

THE GosPEL is the second part
of the “* Passion of St. Luke,” in
which, still more than in the first,
he gives a narrative quite inde-
pendent of the others, of special
patheticbeauty, containingmany
details unrecorded by them, and
apparently drawn from a far
nearer point of view.

Thus (@) BEFORE PiLATE he
records to us the formal accusa-
tion, clenched by the false state-
ment of “forbidding to give tri-
bute to Ceesar” (see Luke xx.
20), which produced Pilate’s pub.
lic inquiry, ““ Art Thou the King
of the Jews?” next (b), the
characteristic attempt of Pilate

THURSDAY BEFORE EASTER.

nevertheless, not my will, but | fire, and earnestly looked upon

thine be done. And there ap-

eared an angel unto him from
1eaven, strengthening him. And
being in an agony, he prayed more
carnestly ; and his sweat was as it
were great drops of blood falling
down to the ground. And when
he rose up from prayer, and was
come to his disciples, he found
them sleeping for sorrow, and said
unto them, Why sleep ye? rise
and pray, lest ye enter into temp-
tation. And while he yet spake,
behold, a multitude, and he that
was called Judas, one of thetwelve,
went before them, and drew near
unto Jesus to kiss him. But Jesus
said unto him, Judas, betrayest
thou the Son of Man with a Kkiss?

When they who were about him-

saw what would follow, they said
unto him, Lord, shall we smite
with the sword ? And one of them
smote the servant of the high
priest, and cut off his right ear.
And Jesus answered and said, Suf-
fer ye thus far. And he touched
his ear, and healed him. Then Je-
sus said unto the chief priests,
and captains of the temple, and
the elders who were come to him,
Be ye come out as against a thief,
with swords and staves? When 1
was daily with you in the tem-
ple, ye stretched forth no hands
against me : but thisis your hour,
and the power of darkness. Then
took they him, and led him, and
brought him into the high priest’s
house: and Peter followed afar
off. And when they had kindled
a fire in the midst of the hall, and
were set down together, Peter sat
down among themn, But a certain
maid beheld him, as he sat by the

him, and said, This man was also
with him. And he denied him,
saying, Woman, I know him not.
And after a little while another
saw him, and said, Thou art also
of them. And Peter said, Man, 1
am not. And about the space of
one hour after, another confident-
ly affirmed, saying, Of a truth this
fellow also was with him ; for he
is a Galilean. And Peter said,
Man, I know not what thou say-
est. And immediately, while he
yet spake, the cock crew. And
the Lord turned, and looked upon
Peter ; and Peter remembered the
word of the Lord, how he had said
uuto him, Before the cock crow,
thou shalt deny me thrice. And
Peter went out, and wept bitter-
ly. And the men that held Jesus
mocked him, and smote him. And
when they had blindfolded him,
they struck him on the face, and
asked him, saying, Prophesy, who
is it that smote thee? And many
other things blasphemously spake
they against him. And as soon as
it was day, the elders of the peo-
ple, and the chief priests, and the
scribes, came together, and led
him into theircouncil, saying, Art
thou the Christ ? tell us. And he
said unto them, If I tell you, ye
will not believe: and if I also ask
you, ye will not answer me, nor
let me go. Hereafter shall the
Son of Man sit on the right hand
of the power of God. Then said
they ali, Art thou then the Son of
God ? And he said untothem, Ye
s{%y that T am. And they said,

hat need we any further wit-
ness ? for we ourselves have heard
of his own mouth.

Thursvay before Easter.

The Epistie. 1 Cor. 11. 17,

N this that I declare unto you,

I praise younot ; that ye come
together not for the better, but
for the worse, For first of all,
when ye cowe together in the
church, I hear that there be di-
visions among you, and I partly
believe it. For there must be also

heresies among you, that they who
are approved may be made mani-
fest among you. When ye come
together therefore into one place,
this is not to eat the Lord’s s;l;g-
per: for in eating every one

eth before other his own supper ;

t and one is hungry, and another
; is drunken. What, have ye not
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to get rid of respounsibility, tak-
. ing advantage of the fact of the
ministry in Galilee to sexp OUR
Lorp To HEROD ANTIPAS, wWho
was in all probability in the
same palace; the vulgar curi-
osity of Herod (sée Luke ix. 9),
which desired to see a miracle
wrought; and his mockery of his
silent Prisoner, arraying Him in
scorn in a ‘ gorgeous robe’
(which may perhaps have been
the ‘““scarlet robe’’ of mockery
in the Prsetorium); and recon-
ciling himself to Pilate by parti-
cipation in one common guilt;
(e) again, he suggests the object
of THE S8COURGING, which other-
wise might have seemed a wan-
ton cruelty, in Pilate’s words,
“I will chastise Him, and let
Him go’’—inconsistent with his
declaration of Our Lord’s inno-
cence, but apparently implying
a vain hope that this lesser igno-
miny and suffering might con-
tent the people. It is remark-
able that he does not narrate the
actual scourging itself. (d) On
the Way 1o THE CRoss he tells
us of the company of mourners
that followed, and of Our Lord’s
words, heard omnly by them and
by the soldiers, “ Daughters of
Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but
weep for yourselves and your
children,’” foretelling—in words
drawn from ancient prophecy
(Hos. x. 8)—the utter destruc-
tion to come on the *““dry tree”
of the Jewish dispensation. (e)
At the moment of THE FIRST
A@goNY OF THE aActuaL CRruUCI-
FIXION, he alone preserves to us
the prayer of infinite forgive-
ness, ‘‘ Father, forgive them ; for
they know not what they do,”
which would be heard by those
to whom they specially applied
—the Roman soldiers nailing
Him to the Cross; (f) UNDER
THE Cross 1TSELF he alone re-
cords the repentance of one of
the robbers crucified with Him
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(who had first, it would seem,
joined the railing against Him),
and the almost superhuman
faith, which—rebuking his im-
penitent comrade, recognising
his own sin, and the sinlessness
of Jesus—saw in the Crucified
the Lord of Glory, and received
the special blessing, *“ This day
shalt thou be with me in Para-
dise ”’ ; and, only noting the fact
of the loud cry (not the Hebrew
words, which would be unintelli-
gible to a Gentile), adds the last
low utterance, * Father, into Thy
hands I commend my spirit”’ ;
and finally, (¢) gives literally Tne
Cry oF THE CENTURION, * Truly
this was a righteous man *’ (pro-
bably ‘““the Righteous One’;
gee Acts iii. 14 & vii. 52 & xxii.
14), which the other Evangelists
translated into the equivalent
Jewish term, ‘‘ the Son of God*’;
and alone notes the revulsion of
feeling, which made even the peo-
ple “smite their breasts’’ in re-
morse.

The whole clearly indicates the
eye-witness of one who stood
near the Cross, and seems for
many reasons to point to a Ro-
man informant. According to
common tradition, the Third
Gospel belongs to the time of
St. Paul’s imprisonment at Cee-
sarea, the great Roman garrison
city. Could the Centurion him-
self have gone on to the logical
conclusion of his confession, and,
as a Christian, been the witness
of all these things to the Evan-
gelist ?

THE PROPER LEssoNsare (Hos.
xiii. 1-15; xiv.) the closing ut-
terances of Hosea, the prophet
of the fall of the kingdom of
Israel; first pleading with Israel
God’s former mercies, and the
people’s continued sin ; then pro-
mising “ ransom from the power
of the grave,”” and restoration
through faith and penitence to
fruitfulness and true wisdom by

THURSDAY BEFORE EASTER.®

houses to eat and to drink in?
or despise ye the church of God,
and shame them that have not ¢
What shall I say to you? shall I
praise you in this? I praise you
not. For I have received of the
Lord that which also I delivered
unto you, That the Lord Jesus,
the same night in which he was
betrayed, took bread ; and when
he had given thanks, he brake it,
and said, Take, eat; this is my
body, which is broken for you:
this do in remembrance of me.
After the same manner also he
took the cup, when he had sup-
ped, saying, This cup is the new
testament in my blood: this do
ﬁe, as oftas ye drink it, in remem-

rance of me. For as often as ye
eat this bread, and drink this cup,

e do shew the Lord’s death till

e come. Wherefore, whosoever
shall eat this bread, and drink this
cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall
be guilty of the body and blood of
the Lord. But let a man examiné
himself, and so let him eat of that
bread, and drink of that cup. For
he that eateth and drinketh un-
worthily eateth and drinketh dam-
nation to himself, not discerning
the Lord’s body. For this cause
many are weak and sickly among
you, and many sleep. For if we
would judge ourselves, we should
not be judged. But when we are
judged, we are chastened of the
Lord, that we should not be con-
demued with the world. Where-
fore, my brethren, when ye come
together to eat, tarry one for
another. And if any mman hunger,
let him eat at home; that ye come
not together unto condemnation.
And the rest will I set in order
when I come.

The Gospel. St. Luke 23. 1.

HE whole multitude of them

arose, and led him unto Pi-
late.- And they began to accuse
him, saying, We found this fellow
perverting the nation, and forbid-
ding to give tribute to Caesar, say-
ing, That he himself is Christ a
King. And Pilate asked him,

saying, Art thou the King of the
Jews ? Andhe answered him, and
said, Thou sayest it.- Then said
Pilate to the chief priests, and to
the people, I find no fault in this
man. And they were the more
fierce, saying, He stirreth up the
ople, teaching throughout all
eéwry, beginning from Galilee to
this place. When Pilate heard of
Galilee, he asked whether the man
were a Galilean. And as soon as
he knew that he belonged unto
Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him
to Herod, who himself was also at
Jerusalem at that time, And when
Herod saw Jesus he was exceeding
glad ; for he was desirous 'to see
him of a long season, because he
had heard many things ofhim; and
he hoped to have seen some mira-
cle done by him. Then he question-
ed with him in many words ; but
he answered him nothing. And
the chief priests and scribes stood
and vehemently accused. him.,
And Herod with his men of war set
him at nought, and mocked him,
and arrayed him in a gorgeous
robe, and sent him again to Pilate.
And the same day Pilate and He-
rod were made friends together ;
for before they weére at enmity
between themselves.” And Pilate,
when he had called together the
chief priests, and’ the rulers, and
the people, said unto them, Ye
have brought this man unto me,
as one that perverteththe people:
and behold, I, having examined
him before you, have found no
fault in this man touching those
things whereof ye accuse- him: -
No, nor yet Herod: for I sent
you to him ; and lo, nothing wor-.
thy of death is done unto him.
I will therefore chastise him, and
release hin. For of necessity he
must release one unto them at the
feast. And they cried out all at
once, saying, Away with this man,
and release unto us Barabbas:
(who for a certain sedition made
in the city, and for murder, was
cast into prison.) Pilate therefore,
willing to release Jesus, spake
again to them. But they cried,
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the healing mercy of God ; next
(John xvii.), Our Lord's Great
Intercession for the knowledge
of God, the Unity in Himszelf
with God and with one another,
and the final glory with Him,
which are the essential blessings

of His Church; and (John xiii.

'1-36) the record of the washing

of the disciples’ feet after the
Last Supper, the warning of the
Betrayal, and the ‘“new com-
mandment *’ of Love (all belong-
ing to this day).

Good Fridup.

This : beautiful name, of old
standing, is peculiar to the Eng-
lish Church. In ancient times
the day was called the * Day of
the Cross,” *‘the Pasch of the
Cross,”” the Great Parasceve
(“ Preparation’’), and the like.
From the earliest days it was
naturally observed as a day of
strict fasting, penitence, and
prayer, with special thanksgiv-
ing for the Atonement, and spe-
eial intercession for all men, for
whom Christ died.” The singing
of the *‘ Reproaches’’ (expand-
ing Mic. vi. 3-5), and the Adora-
tion of the Cross, were added in
later times. In token of mourn-
ing'the altars were stripped and
the sanctuary lights extinguish-
ed. The Holy Communion, con-
secrated on the previous day, was
received in silence (the * Mass
of the Presanctified’’). At the
Reformation, when reservation
was forbidden, the practice of
both consecrating and receiving
undoubtedly came in. While in
its Festal aspect the celebration
may seem incongruous with the
solemn Fast, yet the shewing the
- Lord’s death must be held to be
apecially appropriate on the ‘day
of the Passion. ;

THaE CoLLxcTs (all taken from’
the Sarum Missal) are a portion’
of the Collects of Intercession
found in the Sacramentary of
Gelasius.

(a) The First is for the whole
Church, as the family of God,
redeemed to the adoption of son-
ship by the Betrayal, the Con-
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demnation, and the Passion, of
the true Son of God.

(b) The Second, taking for grant-
ed the indwelling of the Holy
8pirit in the Church as a whole,
prays for each member that he
may give active service to God,
recognising that he has his own
call and his own ministry for
Him.

(¢) The Third (a combination
with much variation of three an-
cient Colleots for Heretics, Jews,
and ‘Pagans) prays for all Jews
and Turks (worshippers of One
God, but not of the Lord Jesus
Christ), then for Infidels (wor-
shippers of false gods or of no
God), and Heretics (worshipping
God in Christ, but not aright),
that God may take from them
the hindrances of ignorance,
hardness, contempt of His Gos-
pel, and bring them home to the
true Israel, the ‘“one fold”’ (pro-
perly “one flock,”” see John x.
16) under “ One Shepherd.”

TrE EPISTLR is the conclusion
of the doctrinal teaching of the
Epistle to the Hebrews, on the
Priesthood and Sacrifice of Our
Lord, continuing the Epistles for
Passion Sunday and Wednesday
before Easter. It has three sec-
tions ; (a) the first deals with the
actual SACRIFICE oF CHRIST in
the past, contrasting it with the
merely symbolical sacrifices of
bulls and goats under the Law,
which by repetition confessed

their unreality ; interpreting

Ps. x1. 6-8 as representing the
doing away with these things by
the offering of Jesus Christ Him-

GOOD FRIDAY.

saying, Crucify him, crucify him.
And he said uynt.o them t.ilfey third
time, Why, what evil hath he
done? I have found no cause of
death in him: I will therefore
chastise him, and let himgo. And
they were instant with loud voices,
requiring that he might be cruci-
fied : and the voices of them and

_of the chief priests prevailed. And

Pilate gave sentence that it should
be as they required. And he re-
leased unto them him that for
sedition and murder was cast into
grison, whom they had desired ;

ut he delivered Jesusto their will.
And as they led him away, they
laid Liold upon one Simon a Cyre-
nian, coming out of the country,
and on him they laid the cross,
that he might bear it after Jesus.
And there followed him a great
company of people, and of wo-
men, which also bewailed and la-
mented him. But Jesus, turning
unto them, said, Daughters of
Jerusalem, weep not for me, but
weep for yourselves, and for your
children. For behold, the days
are coming, in the which they
shall say, Blessed are the barren,
and the wombs that never bare,
and the paps which never gave
suck. Then shall they begin to
say to the mountains, Fall on us ;
and to the hills, Cover us. ¥or if
they do these things in-a green
tree, what shall be done in the
dry? And there were also two
other, malefactors, led with him
to be put to death. And when they
were come to the place which is
called Calvary, there they cruci-
fied him; and the malefactors,
one on the right hand, and the
other on the left. Then said Je-
sus, Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do. And
they parted his raiment, and cast

ool

The Collects.

LMIGHTY God, we beseech
thee graciously to behold
thisthy family, for which our Lord
Jesus Christ was contented to be

lots. And the people stood be-
holding ; and the rulers also with
them derided him, saying, He
saved others; let him save him-
self, if he be Christ, the chosen of
God. And the soldiers also mock-
ed him, coming to him, and offer-
ing bhim vinegar, and saying, If
thou be the King of the Jews,save
thyself. And asuperscription also
was written over him in letters of
Greek, and Latin, and Hebrew,
THIS I8 THE KING OF THF
JEWS. And one of the malefac-
tors, which were hanged, ratled on
him, saying, If thou be Christ,
save thyself, and us. But the other
answering rebuked him, saying,
Dost not thou fear God, seeing
thou art in the same condemna-
tion ? And we indeed justly ; for
we receive the due reward of our
deeds, but this man hath done
nothing amiss. And he said unto
Jesus, Lord, remember me when
thou comest into thy kingdom.
And Jesus said unto him, Verily 1
say unto thee, To-day shalt thou
be with me in paradise. And it
was about the sixth hour: and
there was a darkness over all the
earth until the ninth hour. And
the sun was darkened, and the
vail of the temple was rent in the
midst. And when Jesus had cried
with a loud voice, he said, Father,
into thy hands I commend my spi-
rit: and havinﬁsaid thus, he gave
up the ghost. Now when the cen-
turion saw what was done, he glo-
rified God, saying, Certainly this
was a righteous man. And all the
people that came together to that
sight, beholding the things that
were done, smote their breasts,
and returned. And all his ac-
quaintance, and the women that
followed him from Galilee, stood
afar off, beholding these things.

Frivap.

betrayed, and given up into the
hands of wicked men, and to suf-
fer death upon the cross, who now
liveth and reigneth with thee and
the Holy Ghost, ever one God,
world without enq. Amen.
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gelf, once for all, in fulfilment of
the Will of God, and for the sanc-
tification of humanity; () the
second with His PriesTHOOD
AXD RoyALTY at the right hand
of God in the present, waiting
for the victorious fulfilment of
the prophecy of Ps. cx. 1, and
giving the Holy S8pirit (see Jer.
xxxi. 83, 84) to write God’s will
on the heart; (¢) the third draws
the conclusion, that in virtue of
this Priesthood and Sacrifice, we
have confidence to enter through
the veil of His humanity, and by
His blood, into the Holy Place
of God’s presence, baptized with
water and the Spirit, and hold-
ing Him fast by faith even to the
end.

Tae GospeL originally inclu-
ded John xviii. and xix., the
‘““Passion of St. John.” The
former is now the Second l.es-
son, but is so closely connected
with the latter that the two
should be considered as a whole.

In the whole record we trace
clearly two characteristics of the
Fourth Gospel—thasitis a * Sup-
plementary Gospel,”” omitting as
far as possible what is previously
recorded, and supplying what
had been as yet omitted; and
that it is a ‘‘ spiritual Gospel,”
always bringing out the hidden
meaning, underlying the visible
facts. Throughout, and espe-
cially in the record of the actual
Passion, it is represented to us
from the nearest point of view
by one who was, in fact and in
spirit, closest to Our Lord.

Observing the same general
divisions of the subject as before,
we find (¢) that St. John (xii. 1-8)
puts in its right place the Sue-
PER AT BETHANY (8ix days be-
fore the Passover), and records
the special cavil and rebuke of
Judas, who “ was a thief and held
the bag’’ ; (b) that in recording
(xiii. 1-30) the FEast (‘“‘ before
the Passover’’), while he alone

tells us of the washing of the
disciples’ feet, and the lesson of
humility therefrom, and of the
question as to the traitor, put at
8t. Peter's request by *’ the dis.
ciple whom Jesus loved,” lean-
ing back on Jesus’ breast to
whisper his question, yet he
passes over the Institution of the
Holy Communion altogether ; (¢)
that in the history of THz Be-
TRAYAL AND APPREHENSION, St.
John—passing again over the
wholerecord of the Agony—alone
tells us how the guard (of Roman
soldiers) and the officers recoiled
and fell to the ground on sud-
denly facing the Majesty of their
unarmed Prisoner, and brings
out the freedom of His self-sur-
render and His care for his dis-
ciples’ safety ; (d) next, he alone
tells us of the previous ExaMIN-
ATION BEFORE ANNAS (the true
high priest in the view of the
Pharisees), preceding the formal
trial in the Sanhedrim before
Caiaphas, of Our Lord’s appeal
to His previous teaching and His
refusal of further answer, and of
the insults of the servants, borne
with calm patience and dignity
(contrast Acts xxiii. 1-5). (e)
In relation to THE DENIAL OF
St. PETER, recorded with differ-
ences of detail, he tells how,
through “the other disciple”
(8t. John himself) as ‘“known to
the high priest,” Peter gained
admission to the palace. (f) In
the TRIAL BEFORE PILATE, a-
bove all, he fills up, and so con-
stantly explains, the narrative of
the other Evangelists. He tells
us that the examination went on
partly within in private, partly
(in deference to Pharisaic scru-
ples) without ; he shews us why
the delivery to Pilate was made
at all, because the Jews had not
the power of life and death; he
relates the private conferences
between Our Lord and Pilate,
the half-sceptical and yet half-

GOOD FRIDAY.

AL MIGHTY and everlasting
God, by whose Spirit the
whole body of the Church 18 go-
verned and sanctified ; Receive
our supplications and prayers,
which we offer before thee for all
estates of men in thy holy Church,
that every member of the same,
in his vocation and ministry,
may truly and godly serve thee;
through our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen.

MERCIFUL God, who hast

made all men, and hatest no-
thing that thou hast made, nor
wouldest the death of a sinner, but
rather that he should be convert-
ed and live ; Have mercy upon all
Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Here-
ticks, and takefrom them all igno-
rance, hardness of heart, and con-
tempt of thy Word; and so fetch
them home, blessed Lord, to thy
flock, that they may be saved
among the remnant of the true
Israelites, and be made one fold
under one shepherd, Jesus Christ
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth
with thee and the Holy Spirit,
one God, world without end.
Amen,

The Epistle. Heb. 10.1.

YHE law having a shadow of
good things to come, and not

the very image of the things, can
never with those sacrifices, which
they offered year by year continu-
ally, make the comers thereunto
ggrrect : for then would they not
ve ceased to be offered ? because
that the worshippers once purged
should have had no more con-
science of sins. But in those
sacrifices there is a remembrance
again made of sins every year.
Forit is not possible that theblood
of bulls and of goats should take
away sins. Wherefore, when he
cometh into the world, he saith,
Sacrifice and offering thou would-
est not, but a body hast thou pre-
pared me : In burnt-offerings and
sacrifices for sin thou hast hadno
pleasure : Then said I, Lo, I come
(in the volume of the book it is

written of me) to do thy will, O
God. Above, when he said, Sa-
crifice and offering, and burnt-
offerings, and offering for sin thou
wouldest not, neither hadst plea-
sure therein, which are offered b,
the Law: then said he, Lo,
come to do thy will, 0 God. He
taketh away the first, that he mag
establish the second. By the whic
will we are sanctified, through
the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all. And every
priest standeth daily ministering,
and offering oftentimes the same
sacrifices, which can never take
away sins. But this man, after
he had offered one sacrifice for
sins for ever, sat down on the right
hand of God; from henceforth
expecting till hi§ enemies be made
his foot-stool. For by one offering
he hath perfected for ever them
that are sanctified : Whereof the
Holy Ghost also is a witness tous:
for after that he had said before,
This is the covenant that I will
make with them after those days,
saith the Lord, I will put my laws
into their hearts, and in their
minds will I write them ; and their
sins and iniquities will I remem-
ber no more. Now where remis-
sion of these is, there i8 no more
offering for sin. Having there-
fore, brethren, boldness to enter
into the holiest by the blood of
Jesus, by a new and living way,
which he hath consecrated for us,
through the vail, that is to say, his
flesh ; and having an High Priest
over the house of God ; let usdraw
near with a true heart, in full as-
surance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled from an evil conscience,
and our bodies washed with pure
water. Let us hold fast the profes-
sion of our faith without wavering;
(for he is faithful that promised;)
and let usconsider one another to
provoke unto love, and to good
works ; not forsaking the assem-
bling of ourselves together, as the
manner of some is ; but exilorting
one another: and so much the
more, as ye sec the day approach-

ing.
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reverent Gentile, and His declar-
ation that *“ His Kingdom was
not of this world,” which alone
explain why Pilate said, “ I find
no fault in Him,” and, being
rgenerally reckless of human life,
was 80 anxious not to shed His
blood ; he tells us explicitly (what
8t. Luke implies) that the mock-
ing and scourging were inflicted,
not in wanton cruelty, but in a
weak attempt to satisfy the mul-
titnde and excite their pity (* Be-
hold the Man!’’); he records
the fear excited in Pilate by the
declaration, ‘“ He made Himself
the Son of God’—the known
title of the Messiah—and dissi-
pated by Our Lord’s answer, ac-
knowledging that the power of
the governor was ‘‘ given from
above " ; the final victory gained
over the governor's evil con-
science and cowardice by the in-
sinuation, ‘“ Thou art not Ceesar’s
friend ’; and, on the other hand,
the victory over Pharisaic reli-
gious patriotism in the cry, ‘“ We
have no king but Cesar.” (g)
In THE PassiON ITSELF, we hear
-from him of the significant re-
fusal of Pilate to alter the title
on the Crosgs—half in taunt to the
Jews, half in reverence for the
Victim ; of the reason why the
soldiers (fulfilling Ps. xxii. 18)
cast lots for His seamless ves--
ture; of thé Farewell of Our
Lord to His Mother at the foot
of the Cross, and His commenda-
tion of her to the beloved diseci-
ple; of the significant words,
‘1 thirst,”’ accepting death only
when all was accomplished, and,
“TIt is finished,” declaring the
close of struggle in victory. (&)
AFTER THE PASSION, the break-
ing no limb of the Lord, but
piercing His side, out of which
came ‘“blood and water’’—phy-
sically (it is said) the sign of a
literally ‘‘broken heart’’—mys-
tically (see 1 John v. 6-9) having
a deep spiritual meaning. In

Guster

called in the early Church, both
Eastern and Western, ‘“ the Great
Sabbath.” It was,first, the Sab-
bath of Our Lord’s rest in the
grave ; it was, next, the last Sab-
bath for His disciples, before the
Jewish ordinance was superseded

#0

these he notes the fulfilment ot
the ordinance of the Passover
(Exod. xii. 48), and the prophecy
of Zechariah (xii. 10) of the fu-
ture mouming over “ Him whom
they pierced.’

Historically the record of St.
John alone gives coherence and
intelligibility to the'other narra-

tives, shewing, at every point,

the vividness of eye-witness, and
the insight of reverent love. Spi-

'rituallfr if the narrative of St.

Luke is'fullest of pathos, teach-
ing us to weep with Christ, the
narrative of St. John is fullest of
solemnity and mystery, teaching
us to adore.

During the whole week, in re-
iterated record of fact, in pro-
phetic anticipation, and applica-
tion by Apostolic teaching, the
one object is to shew forth Our
Lord’s Death, both as a Passion
and as an Atonement, and to stir
the repentance, the love, and
the adoration, of those whom by
it He has redeemed.

Tuae ProrPER LEssoNs are (Gen.
xxii. 1-20) the history of the typi-
cal Sacrifice of Isaac, and (Isa.
lii. 18—Iliii. 12) the great picture
of the Suffering Messiah, “‘de-
spised and rejected of men,” but
by the Sacrifice of His soul for
sin, bearing the sorrows and ini-
quity of men, and in His victory
‘‘ seeing the travail of His soul”
and “being satisfied”’; then
(John xviii.) the story of the first
part of ‘“the Passion of St. John,”
and (1 Pet. ii.) St. Peter's de-
claration of the royalty and dig-
nity of Christiansin the Saviour;
his exhortation, based on this,
to purity, obedience, and self-
sacrifice ; and his comfort to the
despised slaves, teaching them
that their suffering is a following
of the Great Sufferer, who “bare
our sins in His own body on the
tree, that we, being dead to sin,
should live unto righteousness.”

®ben,

by the spiritual Festival of the
Lord’s Day ; it is, lastly, the anti-
cipationfor us of the Sabbath rest
of the unseen world (into which
OQur Lord’s human spirit on this

day entered), waiting for the Se-

cond Easter of the general Resur-

GOOD FRIDAY.

The Gospel. St. John 19. 1.
ILATE therefore took Jesus,
and scourged him. And the
soldiers platted a crown of thorns,
and put it on his head, and they
put on him a purple robe, and
said, Hail, King of the Jews : and
they smote him with their hands.
Pilate therefore went forth again,
and saith unto them, Behold, I
bring him forth to you, that ye
maiy; know that I find no fault
in him, Then came Jesus forth,
wearing the crown of thorns, and
the purple robe. And Pilate saith
unto them, Behold the man! When
the chief priests therefore-and
officers saw him, they cried out,
saying, Crucify him, crucify him.
Pilate saith unto them, Take ye
him, and crucify him: for I find
no fault in him. The Jews an-
swered him, We have a.law, and
by our law he ought .to die, be-
cause he made himself the Son of
God. When Pilate therefore heard
that saying, he was the more a-
fraid ; and went again into the
judgment-hall, and saith unto Je-
sus, Whence art thou ? But Jesus
ave him no answer. Then saith
late unto him, Speakest thou
not unto me ? knowest thou not
that I have power to crucify thee,
and have power to release thee ?
Jesus answered, Thou couldest
have no power at all against me,
except it were given thee from
above : therefore he that deliver-
ed me unto thee hath the greater
sin. And from thenceforth Pilate
sought to release him: but the
Jews cried out, saying, If thou let
this man go, thou art not Ceesar’s
friend : whosoever maketh him-
self aking speaketh against Csesar.
‘When Pilate therefore heard that
saying, he brought Jesus forth, and
sat down in the judgment-seat,
in a place that is called the Pave-
ment, but in the Hebrew, Gabba-
tha, And it was the preparation
of the passover, and about the
sixth hour: andhe saith unto the
Jews, Behold your King'! But
they cried out, Away with him,

away with him, crucify him. Pi-
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late saith unto them, Shall I cru-
cify your King? The chief priests
answered, We have no king but
Casar. Then delivered he him
therefore unto them to be cruci-
fled : and they took Jesus, andled
him away. And he, bearing his
cross, went forth into a place call-
ed the place of a scull, which is
called in the Hebrew, Golgotha :
where they crucified him, and two
other withhim, on either side one,
and Jesus in the midst. And Pi-
late wrote a title, and put it on the
cross ; and the writing was, JESUS
OF NAZARETH THE KING
OF THE JEWS, This title then
read many of the Jews: for the
place where Jesus was crucified
was nigh to the city: and it was
written in Hebrew, and Greek,
and Latin. Then said the chief
priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write
not, The King of the Jews; but
that he said, I am the King of
the Jews. - Pilate answered, What
I have written, I have written.
Then the soldiers, when they had
crucified Jesus, took his garments,
and made four parts, to every
soldier a part; and also his coat:
now the coat was without seam,
woven from the top throughout.
They said therefore among them-
selves, Let us not rend it, but cast
lots for it, whose it shall be: that
the Scripture might be fulfilled,
which saith, They parted my rai-
ment among them, and for my
vesture they did cast lots. These
things therefore the soldiers did.
Now there stood by the crossof
Jesus, his mother, and his mo-
ther’s sister, Mary the wife of
Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene,
When Jesus therefore saw his mo-
ther, and the disciple standingby,
whom he loved, he saith unto his
mother, Woman, behold thy son.
Then saith he to the disciple, Be-
hold thy mother, And fromthat
hour that disciple took her unto
his own home. After this, Jesus,
knowing that all things were now
accomplished, that the Seripture
might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst.
Now there was set a vessel full of



rection. It is thus a pause of
sacred meditation between the
sorrow of the Passion and the
gladness of Easter. It was in
ancient times the chief Fast and
Vigil of the whole year ; and the
chosen time for the great Easter
Baptism of the Catechumens (to
which allusion is evidently made
in the Collect). . .
Tax CoLLecT was inserted in
1662 by Bishop Cosin, altered
gom a8 (goltliggt in the 18(;%?;?
urgy of 1637, commonly attri-
b\ilzedg{o Land. Till that time
no special Collect was provided,
the old Sarum Collect—speaking
(with possible allusion to the Pas-
chal i?re) of God as “illuminat-
ing this most holy night W,]’th
the glory of the Resurrection”—
having been disused. Likemost
of the modern Collects, it is full
of Scriptural references (see
Rom. vi. 8-5; Col. iii. 3; Ps, ix.
13). It dwells on our baptism,
as a burial with Christ from the
old life of sin (so vividly repre-
gented in the ancient immer-
sion) ; and prais that here, living
according to this begln_nn},g, we
may continually “mor}nf sin,
ang in the hereafter, ¢ through
the grave and gate of d_eat!,l.. pass
to our joyful Resurrection.” (See
the Second Lesson of the Even-
ing Service.) . .
'i‘nn ErisTLE is chosen with
a similar double reference to the
‘““descent into_Hades” of Our
Lord, and our Baptism into His
Resurrection. (a) It is the one
glimpse given us of the action
of Our Lord, as the Son of Man,
‘ when He had been put to death
in the flesh, but quickened in
the spirit.”” Weknow from Him-
self that He was in Paradise, the
place of joy and rest (Luke xxiii.
43). 'We learn from St. Peter’s
preaching at Pentecost that His
soul - passed into Hades (or
Sheol), the abode of souls de-
parted, to break the chains of
death for Himself and for all
(Acts ii. 29). But 8t. Peter here
plainly declares that there, at
this time, ‘ He made proclama-

i the spirits in prison*’ (or
‘t‘lmﬁg”), aé) any rate to_those
disobedient in the antediluvian
world; and in 1 Pet. iv. 8, he
evidently alludes to this as a
“preaching of the Gospel to the
dead.” However vague and mys-
terious this revelation is, it clear-
1 implies a continuance of Our

rd’s Mediatorial Work in the
world \u}l)seten. 1_It; 1sofo;}gm§
limpse, but a glimpse
gnd s%l?ation. (b) Possibly by aug-
gestion of the Easter-Eve Bap-
tism, even then begun, the Apos-
tle digresses from the mention of
the Ark to dwell on the true
meaning of Baptism, not a mere
outward washing, but an accept-
ance of Christ in good conscience,
and spiritually efficacious in vir-
tue of His Resurrection and as-
cension to sovereignty at the
right hand of God. .

TaE GOoSPEL is simply the his-
torical record from St. Matthew
of the events of the day—the
Burial of Our Lord by Joseph of
Arimatheea in his own new tomb,
in a garden, close to Calvary;
the request of the chief Priests
for a guard to prevent the steal-
ing of His Body by the disciples;
and the half-ironical consent of
Pilate (‘‘ Make it as sure as ye
ean’’).

Tag ProrkR LESsONs are
(Zech. ix.) the prophecy of vig-
tory over the enemies of God's
people, of the coming of the
Great King, of the deliverance
of the prisoners out_of the %1.t,
and of the unclouded joy of His

ransomed people, and (Hos. v. -

8—vi. 4) the picture of the past
rebellion of Israel, and t‘hexr
return to God, in trust that ‘“on
the third day He will raise them
up”; and (Luke xxiii. 50-56)
the record (parallel to the Gor-
pel of the day) of the burial of
Qur Lord, and (Rom. vi, 1-14)
the exposition of our spiritual
burial with Christ in_Baptism
by death unto sin, and our spi-
ritual resurrection through His
Resurrection to newness of life.
(See the Collect of the day.)

(D) EASTER-TIDE. he Lord. f
- as the day of that Resurrection of the Lord, from
wlgégr:l:‘eli)i::t: preaching of the Gospel actually started. was natu-
rally the firat great centre of the Festal year; being, indeed. the
crown of the Lord’s Day festivals, which from the beginning became
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EASTER EVEN,

vinegar : and they filled a spunge |

with vinegar, and put it upon
hyssop, and put it to his mouth,
When Jesustherefore had received
the vinegar, he said, It is finished :
and he bowed his head, and gave
up the ghost. The Jews therefore,
because it was the preparation,
that the bodies should not remain
upon the cross on the sabbath-day,
(for that sabbath-day was an high-
day,) besought Pilate that their
legs might be broken, and that
they might be taken away. Then
came the soldiers, and brake the
legs of the first, and of the other

which was crucified with him.
But when they came to Jesus, and
saw that he was dead already,
they brake not his legs. But one
of the soldiers with a spear pierc-
ed his side, and forthwith came
thereout blood and water. And
he that saw it bare record, and his
record is true: and he knoweth
that he saith true, that ye might
believe. For these things were
done that the Scripture should be
fulfilled, A bone of him shall not
be broken. And again, another
Scripture saith, They shall look
on hitn whoin they pierced.

Caster=CRyen.

The Collect.

RANT, O Lord, that as we

are baptized into the death of
thy blessed Son our Saviour Jesus
Christ, 80 by continual mortifying
our corrupt affections we may be
buried with him : and that through
the grave, and gate of death, we
may pass to our joyful resurrec-
tion ; for his merits, who died,
and was buried, and rose again
for us, thy Son Jesus Christ our
Lord.  Amen.

The Epistle. 1 St. Peter &, 17.

T is better, if the will of God

be so, that ye suffer for well-
doing, than for evil-doing. For
Christ also hath once suffered for
sins, the just for the unjust, that
he might bring us to God, being
put to death in the flesh, but
quickened by the Spirit. By which
also he went and preached unto
the spirits in prison ; which some-
time were disobedient, when once
the long-suffering of God waited
in the days of Noah, while the ark
was a preparing; wherein few,
that is, eight souls, were saved by
water. The like figure where-
unto, even baptism, doth also now
save us, (not the putting away
the filth of the flesh, but the an-
swer of a good conscience towards
God,) by the resurrection of Je-
sus Christ : who is gone into hea-
ven, and is on the right hand ot

powers being made subject unte
him,

The Gospel. St. Matth. 27. 57.

“ZHEN the even was come,
there came a rich man of
Arimathzea, named J oseph, who
also himself was Jesus’ disciple.
He went to Pilate, and begged the
body of Jesus. Then Pilate com-
manded the body to be delivered,
And when Joseph had taken the
body, he wrapped it in a clean
linen cloth, and laid it in his own
new tomb, which he had hewn out
in the rock ; and he rolled a great
stone to the door of the sepulchre,
and departed. And there was
Mary Magdalene, and the other
Mary, sitting over against the se-
pulchre. Now the next day that
followed the day of the prepara-
tion, the chief priests and Pha-
risees came together unto Pilate,
saying, 8ir, we remember that that
deceiver said, while he was yet

alive, After three days I will rise

again. Command therefore that
the sepulchre be made sure until
the third day, lest his disciples
come by night and steal him away,
and say unto the pecple, He is
risen from the dead : so the last
error shall be worse than the drst.

Pilate said unto them, Ye have a

watch; go your way, make it as

sure as you can. So they went and
made the sepulehre sure, sealing

God, angels and authorities and

the stone, and setting a watch,
01 7



the Holy-days of the Christian week, and thus eclipsed and gradually
superseded the Sabbaths of the old Covenant. But there was in the
early Church a long conflict (the Quarto-deciman Controversy) be-
tween the sense of this natural association with the Lord’s Day, and
the desire to celebrate it yearly on the day—the third day after the
14th Nisan—which represented its historical connection with the
Jewish Passover. The Western Chureh, especially the Church of
Rome, insisted on the one; many Eastern Churches (from the days
of 8t. Polycarp downwards,) on the other. Finally, by a decree of
the Nicene Council, A.D. 325, the former principle prevailed; and
Easter-Day was fixed as the Sunday nearest to the calculated anni-
versary of the actual Resurrection. Being determined by the Paschal
Moon, it is (in relation to the solar year) the centre of the Moveable,
as Christmas of the Immoveable, Feasts. o

The name EAsTER is derived hy Bede (whose authority is great)
trom Eastre, a Saxon goddess, whose festival was the great Spring
Festival. Other derivations have been suggested, probably through
disinclination to find a Pafan etymology for the dn.yi but this is far
the most probable. Its old name was Pascha, the *
Resurrection,” both in the East and the West; and endless titles of
honour and reverence were heaped upon it. For, indeed, it is the
great day of distinctive religious 'joy in the sense of the conquest of
gin and death; while Christmas, being the Festival of the Childhood,
allies itself with the natural joys of humanity. The Pasch-egg, the
symbol of life out of what seemed dead—the salutation, *“ Christ is
risen,” of Eastern custom—the early practice of freeing slaves and
ransoming captives—all shew how from time immemorial Easter has
been the great Festival of Christian hope and love., The celebration
of it as the great Day of Baptism, and the great Day of Holy Com-
munion, especially of restored penitents, is the graver and more
thoughtful expression of the same truth.

Easter- Dy,

Trae ANTHEMS.—In 1549, following the Sarum Use, the second and
third of these Anthems were sung * before Mattins,’”” and followed by
a beautiful Collect, expanded from the Latin, commemorating both
the Passion and the Resurrection, and praying that we might
¢ daily die from sin’’ and ‘“‘live with Him in the joy of His Resur-
rection.” In 1552 these Anthems were directed to be used instead
of the Venite, and what is now the first Anthem was prefixed in
1662. The Anthems, as they now stand, embrace the whole idea of
Easter, dwelling, first, on the sacrifice of the true Passover for us in
the past, calling us to keep the Feast of our Redemption in purity
and truth, and thus linking together the commemoration of Good
Friday and the Easter Communion ; next, on our spiritual Resur-
rection in the present from the death of sin, through unity with the
risen Lord ; and, lastly, on the Resurrection of the future, of which
His Resurrection is the earnest and the pledge.

Pascha of the

Trae CoLrLeEcr (from the old
Sarum Missal) first recites the
conquest of death and opening
of the gate of eternal life by the
Resurrection, and then prays
that, by God’s preventing and
assisting grace, we may lay hold
of its precious gift.

Tag EPISTLE is the opening of
the practical teaching of the
Colossian Epistle. It takes for
%mnted our Resurrection with

hrist, first, as bringing us
through a death unto sin to a
new life—‘“hid” as a spiritual
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life—‘‘hid*’ by a Divine commu-
nion “in God’”—and so *‘hid”

" through unity *with Christ"—

and next, as promising us the
appearance with Him in glory at
the Great Day. Its exhortation
is two-fold—to have the desire,
and to catch the tone, of the
things above, where He sits in
glory, and for this purpose to
mortify the lusts of the flesh,
which draw down the wrath of
God. Inteaching and exhortation
it thus unites the Resurrection of
the present and of the future.

@aster=Bayp,

€ At Morning Prayer, instead of the | above, where Christ sitteth on the

Psalm, O come, let us sing, §c. these

Anthems shall be sung or said.
CIIRIST our passover is sacri-

ficed for us : therefore let us
ke%p the feast ;

Not with the old leaven, nor
with the leaven of malice and
wickedness : but with the un-
leavened bread of sincerity and
truth. 1Cor.v.7.

CHRIST being raised from the
dead dieth no more : death
hath no more dominion over him.

For in that he died, he died un-
to sin once : but in that he liveth,
he liveth unto God.

Likewise reckon ye also your-
selves to be dead indeed unto sin :
but alive unto God through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Rom. vi. 9.

HRIST is risen from the dead *
and become the first-fruits of
them that slept.

For since by man came death :
by man came also the resurrection
of the dead.

For as in Adam all die : even so
in Christ shall all be made alive.
1 Cor. xv. 20.

Glory be to the Father, and to
the Son : and to the Holy Ghost ;

As it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be : world

- without end. Amen,

The Collect.

ALMIGHTY God, who through

thine only-begotten Son Jesus
Christ hast overcome death, and
opened unto us the gate of ever-
lasting life ; We humbly beseech
thee, that, as by thy special grace
preventing us thou dost put into
our minds good desires, so by thy
continual help we may bring the
same to good effect; through Je-
sus Christ our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world
without end. Amen.

The Fpistle., Coloss. 3.1,
IF ye then be risen with Christ,
seck those things which are

right hand of God. Set your affec-
tion on things above, not on things
on the earth: For ye are dead,
and your life is hid with Christ in
God. When Christ, who is our life,
shall appear, then shall ye also
appear with him in glory. Morti-
fy therefore your members which
are upon the earth; fornication,
uncleanness, inordinate affection,
evil concupiscence, and covetous-
ness, which is idolatry : For which
things’ sake the wrath of God
cometh on the children of diso-
bedience. In the which ye also
walked some time, when ye lved
in them.

The Gospel, St. John 20, 1.

THE first day of the week com-
eth Mary Magdalene early,
when it was yet dark, unto the se-
bulchre, and seeth the stone taken
away from the sepulchre. Then
she runneth and cometh to Simon
Peter, and to the other disciple
whom Jesus loved,and saith unto
them, They have faken away the
Lord out of the sepuichre, and we
know not where they have laid
him. Peter therefore went forth,
and that other disciple, and came
to the sepulchre. So they ran
bpth together ; and the other dis-
ciple did outrun Peter, and came
first to the sepulchre; and he,
stooping down and looking in,
saw the linen clothes lying; yet
went he not in. Then cometh
Simon Peter following him, and
went into the sepulchre, and seeth
the linen clothes lie; and the nap-
kin that was about his head, not
lying with the linen clothes, but
wraﬁped together in a place by
itself. Then went in also that
other disciple which came first to
the sepulchre, and he saw, and -
believed. For as yet they knew
not the Scripture, that he must
rise again from the dead. Then
the disciples went away again un-
to their own home,



Trae GospPEL is the simple and
graphic record from S8t. John,
not of the actual Resurrection,
or of any appearance of the risen
Lord, put of the first discovery
of the empty sepulchre by St.
Mary Ma%da,lene, of the hasty
coming of 8t. Peter and St. John,
the eager entrance of St. Peter
into the sepulchre, and the faith
of the beloved disciple in the
reality of the Resurrection, and
of the return of the disciples
after the discovery to their own

homes. .

In 1549 there was a provision
for a Second Communion, the
Collect being that of the First
Sunday after Easter; the Epis-
tle, 1 Cor. v. 6-8; and the Gos-
pel, Mark xvi. 1-8.

TrE ProPER LgEssons.—The
Firat Lessons (Exod. xii. 1-—-29,
29-51; xiv.) continue the series

of the Sundays in Lent, record-
ing the institution and celebra-
tion of the Passover, the death
of the first-born, the deliverance
of the people, and the final
achievement of that deliverance
at the Red Sea. The Second
Lessons are (Rev. i. 10-19) the
Visionin Glory of Him who *‘ was
dead and is alive for evermore,”
and has ‘“the keys of Hell and
Death’” ; the record (John xx.
11-19) of the appearance of the
risen Lord to St. Ma.rI{ Magda-
lene ; and the vision (Rev. v.) of
the Lamb before the Throne of
Heaven, opening the sealed book
of mystery, and adored by the
four living creatures, and the
four and twenty elders (see
Epistle for Trinity-Sundav), as
the “Lamb that was slain,”
worthy to receive all glory and
blessing.

Wonday in Guster-Wleek.

Tre EpisTLE is St. Peter’s
preaching to Cornelius. (a) It
is like his Sermons on the day
of Pentecost (Acts ii.) and in the
Temple (Acts iii.), in dwelling
first on simple facts—the Bap-
tism of St. John, the Ministry in
word and miracle of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Passion at Je-
rusalem—all known to his hear-
ers; then on the Resurrection,
known by certain proofs to His
Apostles, and the charge which
He had given them to proclaim
Him both as the future Judge of
quick and dead, and as the giver
in the present of the promised
remission of sins. It seems then
to be going on, as before, to
claim this as the fulfilment of
Prophecy, when it is cut short
by the sudden outpouring of the
Hvoly Ghost on the Gentiles. We
note here the general simplicity
of the first Gospel preaching, as
merely ‘‘ witness of Christ.” (b)
But it contains, as peculiar to
itself, the grand declaration—
especially striking as coming
from the Apostle of the Circum-
cision—of an universal salvation
from Him, who is no *“ respecter
of persons,” that is (see Matt.
xxii. 16; James ii. 1; Rom. ii.
11), of outward condition and
privilege ; and who “accepts in

8

every nation’ those who have
the ‘“fear of God’ and the
“work of righteousness,’”” which
are (as history shews), in varions
phases of purity and vividness,
instinctive in man, written by
the finger of God on the heart.
It is to be noted that this belief
in God’s universal Fatherhood
is to him not a dissuasive, but an
incentive, to the calling of the
heathen into the higher condi-

tion of the faith and the grace:

of Christ.

Tue GospEL is St. Luke's re-
cord of the appearance on the
road to Emmaus, in which we
note—what is characteristic of
his Gospel throughout—the pe-
culiar beauty and didactic tone
of the narrative. Thus (a) the
words of Cleopas shew vividly
and pathetically the despair
which the Crucifixion had struck
into the hearts of the disciples,
and the vague imperfect hope
stirred by the news of the empty
tomb and vision of Angels. (d)
Our Lord’s t;ea.chingh starts in
the Scriptures from the predict-
ed suffering of the Christ, as &
condition of His glory (see, for
example, Isa, )liii,), and makes
‘““‘their hearts burn’ with wone
der and hops. (¢) Then, in “the
breaking of the bread,” recalls

E!;
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J¥onvay in
2'he Collect.
ALMIGHTY God, who through

thy only-begotten Son Jesus
Christ hast overcome death, and
opened unto us the gate of ever-
lasting life; We humbly beseech
thee, that, as by thy special grace
preventing us thou dost put into
our minds good desires, so by thy
continual help we may bring the
same to good effect ; through Je-
sus Christ our Lord, who liveth
and reigneth with thee and the
Holy Ghost, ever one God, world
without end. Amen.
For the Epistle. Acts 10, 34.
PETER opened his mouth, and
said, Of a truth I perceive that
God is no respecter of persons ;
but in every nation he that fear-
eth him, and worketh righteous-
ness, is accepted with him. The
word which God sent unto the
children of Israel, preaching peace
by Jesus Christ ; (he is Lord of
all;) that word (I say) ye know,
which was published throughout
all Judeea, and began from Gali-
lee, after the baptism which John
preached : how God anointed Je-
sus of Nazareth with the Holy
Ghost, and with power; who went
about doing good, and healing all
that were oppressed of the devil :
for God was with him. And we
are witnesses of all things which
he did, both in the land of the
Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom
they slew, and hanged on a tree :
Him God raised up the third day,
and shewed him openly; not to
all the people, but unto witnesses
chosen before of God, even to us,
who did eat and drink with him
after he rose from the dead. And
he commanded us to preach unto
the people, and to testify that it is
he who was ordained of God to be
the Judge of quick and dead. To
him give all the prophets witness,
that through his Name whosoever
believeth in him shall receive re-
mission of sins.

The Gospel. St. Luke 24, 13,
BEHOLD, two of his disciples
went that same day to a vil-
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Caster=-3Reck.

lage called Bmmaus, which was
from Jerusalem about threescore
furlongs. And they talked toge-
ther of all these things which had
happened. And it came to pass,
that while they conununed toge-
ther, and reasoned, Jesus himself
drew near, and went with them.
But their eycs were holden, that
they should not know him. ~And
he said unto them, What manner
of communications arc these that
ye have one to another, as ye walk,
and aresad ? And the one of them,
whose name was Cleopas, answer-
ing, said unto him, Art thou only
& stranger in Jerusalem, and hast
not known the things which are
come to pass there in these days?
And he said unto them, What
things? And they said unto him,
Concerning Jesus of Nazareth,
who was & prophet mighty in deed
and word, before God and all the
people: And how the chief priests
and our rulers delivered him to
be condemned to death, and have
crucified him. But we trustedthat
it had been he which should have
redeemed Israel: and besides all
this, to-day is the third day since
these things were done. Yea, and
certain women also of our com-
pany made us astonished, which
were early at the sepulchre; and
when they found not his body,
they came, saying, that they had
also seen a vision of angels, which
said that he was alive. And cer-
tain of them which were with us
went to the sepulchre, and found
it even so as the women had said ;
but him they saw not. Then he
said'unto them, O fools, and slow
of heart to believe all that the
prophets have spoken: ought not
Christ to have suffered these
things,and to enter into his glory?
And beginning at Moses, and all
the prophets, he expounded unto
them in all the Scriptures the
things concerning himself, And
they drew nigh unto the village
whither they went ; and he made
as though he would have gone fur-
ther: but they constrained him,

saying, Abide with us, for it is to~



ing to them the Institution of
His Holy Communion, *‘their
eges are opened to know Him " ;
the veil, whatever it was, which
hid His Person from them, being
taken away. Lastly (d), their
glad proclamation of His ap-
pearance is met by the declara-
tion by the eleven of another ap-
pearance to Simon, here (as in
1 Cor. xv. 5) alluded to, though
not directly recorded. Under
the vivid historic reality of the
record there is a typical repre-
sentation of universal Christian
experience. (Generally in the
Gospels we have probably only
sgecimens of the appearances of
the Great Forty Days (Acts i.8),

Tuesduy in

Tae ErisTLE is the close of
St. Paul’s Sermon at Antioch in
Pisidia, addressed both to Jews
and to Gentile proselytes. It
first (@) holds up to abhorrence
the rejection, condemnation, and
murder of Our Lord by the Jews
of Jerusalem; next (b), recites
His Resurrection as a fact, tes-
tified to by eye-witneases, and
then dwells on it as the fulfil-
ment of God’s promises — the
Royalty of the Son of God in
Ps. ii., and the raising up of the
Holy One in Ps. xvi.; and so
goes on (¢) to preach what was
to be St. Paul’s especial lesson—
justification in His blood from
the sin, from which they could
not be justified by the Law, and
to warn them not (like those at
Jerusalem) to fulfil the prophe-
tic condemnation (Hab. i. §) of
thore who ‘‘ despise and 80 per-
jsh.”” The whole Sermon ghould
be compared with St. Peter’s
Sermon at Pentecost and with
St. Stephen’s defence, noting the
conclusion as especially charac-
teristic of St. Paul.

Tae GosPEL, continuing the
Gospel of the Monday, records
the appearance of Our Lord to
the Apostles as a body. (a) It
opens with the repetition of the
words with which He had bidden
them farewell (John xiv. 27. 28),
“Peace be unto you’; (b) it
next tells how, in condercension
to their terror and wonder, He
gave them. by suffering Himself
to be handled and by eating be-
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as bringing out to us the lessons
peculiarly characteristic of each
Gospel.)

Tre PROPER LEsSsoNs are
(Exod. xv. 1-22) the Bong of
Triumph over the deliverance
of Israel, and the destruction
of the Egyptian oppressors at
the Red Sea, and (Cant. ii. 10-
17) the invitation of the Bride-
groom to the Bride to arise and
enter unto His joy, now that
“the winter is past’* ; and (Luke
xxiv. 1-18 ; Matt. xxviii. 1-10) the
records of the vision of angels
at the empty sepulchre, of Our
Lord’s appearance to the women,
alnd of His message to the Apos-
tles.

Guster-TWech.

fore them, infallible signs of a
real bodily Presence ; and then,
(¢) opening their wunderstand-
ings, shewed them in the Scrip-
tures—all of which, ‘“ Law, Pro-

hets, and Psalms,”” He claims
or Himself—the teaching of the
sufferings of the Christ, and the
remission of gins through Him,
in which they were to be ‘ wit-
nestes of Him among all nations,
beginning from Jerusalem.” Tt
is notable how the *‘ Pauline
Gospel,” like St. Paul’s own
preaching (as in to-day’s Epis-
tle), here dwells emphatically on
remission of sins in *‘ Christ Cru-
cified.”

Tae ProPER LESSONS are
(2 Kings xiii. 14-22) the story
of the death of Elisha, his pro-
phecy of deliverance, and the
raising of the dead man by the
touch of the bones of the pro-
phet: and (Ezek. xxxvii. 1-15)
the magnificent vision of the re-
vival of the dry bones by the
breath of the Lord to become a
great army of living men—a
type of the Resurrection of hu-
manity, as well as of national
revival; and (John xxi. 1-15,
15-25) the narrative, supple-
mental to the general record
of the Resurrection, of Our
Lord’s appearance at the Sea
of Tiberias, the second miracu-
lous draught of fishes. the three-
fold pastoral charge to St.
Peter, and the mysterious refe-
rence to the future destiny of
St John.

TUESDAY IN EASTER-WEEK.

wards evening, and the day is far
pent. And he went in to tarry
with them. And it came to pass,
as he sat at meat with them, he
took bread, and blessed it, and
brake, and gave to them. And
their eyes were opened, and they
knew him, and he vanished out of
their sight. And they said one to
another, Did not our heart burn
within us, while he talked with us

Tuesvay in

The Collect.

ALMIGHTY God, who through

thy only-begotten Son Jesus
Christ hast overcome death, and
opened unto us the gate of ever-
lasting life ; We humbly beseech
thee, that, as by thy special grace
preventing us thou dost put into
our minds good desires, so by thy
continual help we may bring the
same to good effect ; through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy
Ghost, ever one God, world with-
out end. Amen.

For the Epistle. Acts 13, 26.

EN and brethren, children of
the stock of Abraham, and
whosoever among you feareth
God, to you is the word of this
salvation sent. For they that dwell
at Jerusalem, and their rulers, be-
cause they knew him not, nor yet
the voices of the prophets which
are read every sabbath-day, they
have fulfilled them in condemn-
ing him. And though they found
no cause of death in him, yet de-
sired they Pilate that he should be
slain. And when they had fulfilled
all that was written of him, they
took him down from the tree, and
laid him in a sepulchre. But God
raised him from the dead: and
he was seen many days of them
which eame up with him from
Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his
witnesses unto the people. And
we declare unto you glad tidings,
how that the promise which was
made unto the fathers, God hath
fulfilled the same unto us their
children, in that he hath raised

by the way, and while he opened
to us the Scriptures? And they
rose up the same hour, and re-
turned to Jerusalem, and found
the eleven gathered together, and
them that were with them, saying,
The Lord isrisen indeed, and hat
appeared to Simon. And they told
what things were done in the way,
and how he was known of them in
breaking of bread.

Caster-aeek.

up Jesus again ; as it is also writ-
ten in the second Psalm, Thou art
my Son, this day have 1 begotten
thee. And as concerning that he
raised him up from the dead, now
no more to return to corruption,
he said on this wise, I will give
you the sure mercies of David.
Wherefore he saith also in an-
other Psalm, Thou shalt not sutfer
thine Holy One to see corruption.
For David, after he had served his
own generation by the will of God,
fell on sleep, and was laid unto
his fathers, and saw corruption-:
But he whom God raised again
saw no corruption. Be it known
unto you therefore, men and bre-
thren, that through this man is
preached unto you the forgiveness
of sins: And by him all that be-
lieve are justified from all things,
from which ye could not be justi-
fied by the law of Moses. Beware
therefore, lest that come upon
you which is spoken of in the pro-
phets ; Behold, ye despisers, and
wonder, and perish: for I work a
work in your days, a work which
ye shall in no wise believe, though
a man declare it unto you.
The Gospel. St. Luke 24. 36,
ESUS himself stood in the
midst of them, and saith unto
them, Peace be unto you. But
they were terrified and affrighted,
and supposed that they had seen
a spirit. And he said unto them,
Why are ye troubled, and why do
thoughts arise in your hearts? Be-
hold my hands and my feet, that
it is I myself: handle me, and
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and
bones, as ye see me have. And




(E) THE SUNDAYS AFTER EABTER.

These Sundays after Easter have a two-fold function. On the one
hand, like the Sundays after Epiphany in relation to Christmas, they
sinply deepen and enforce the great Easter truth. On the other
hand, in the later Sundays especially, they serve as a preparation for
the Ascension and Whifsuntide Festivals, Indeed, all the period
from Easter to Whitsuntide—the Pentecoste, or * Fifty Days”’—was
in the early Church looked upon as a whole, and considered as the

great Festal period of the year.

TeE PropER LEssoNs from the Old Testament continue the regu-
lar series begun on Septuagesima Sunday, by selections from the
Books of Numbers and Deuteronomy. The first Sunday has two
Proper Lessons from the New Testament—the first portion (1 Cor.
xv. 1-29) of St. Paul’s great exposition of the doctrine of the Resur-
rection, and (John xx. 24-30) the continuation of the Gospel of the
day, containing Our Lord’s Self-revelation to St. Thomas and the
great confession of the ‘ doubting Apostle.”

EThe First Sunday ufter Euaster.

This Sunday, the Octave of
Easter, is commonly called ‘‘ Low
Sanday,” probably in contrast
with the High Feast of Easter.
In early times it was called Do-
minica in Albis, because on this
day the newly baptized appeared
for the last time in their white
robes, which were then laid reve-
rently aside.

Tae CorLLecT, composed in
1549, was then appointed for the
Serond Communion on Easter-
Day. It was transferred to this
Sunday in 1662, instead of re-
peating, as before, the Collect
for Faster-Day. Its preamble
is n quotation from Rom. iv. 25
—uniting the truths of the Pas-
sion and Resurrection. It points
to Our Lord as having ‘‘ died for”’
(i.e. on account of) *our sins,”
and risen ““ for’’ (i.e. on account
of) *‘ our Justification ’’——that is,
shewing by His Resurrection that
it had been already arcomplished
in the Passion; and the prayer
isfrom 1 Cor. v. 8, that we, being
thus justified in ¢‘ Christ our Pass-
over,”” may put away the leaven
of evil, and serve God ‘“ in purity
and truth.”

Tre ErisTie has apparently
special reference to the great
Easter Baptism. (a) It dwells
on the *“new birth* by faith in
Jesus Christ—always connected
(see Rom. vi. 3—11; Col. ii. 11,
12) with His Resurrection—as
having power to overcome the
world. (b)) With obvious allu-
sion to the *water and blood”
shed from His side on the Cross
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(John xix. 34, 8$5)—an allusion
taken up in the Prayer for the
“sanctifying of the water” in
our Baptismal Service—it. de-
clares Him as having ‘‘come’ to
us. * not by water only,”” but also
“ by the blood’’ of His Cross, in
which we are washed from sin
(see Rev.i. 5; vii. 14); and (e) it
connects this coming with the
witness of the Spirit (comp.
Rom. viii, 16, 17)—a witness not
of man, but of God—that there
is an eternal life for us by unity
with the Son of God. (The cele-
brated verse 7, ¢ There are three
that bear witness in Heaven, the
Father, the Word, and the Hol’y
Ghost ; and these threeare one,”
must be rejected as spurious—a
gloss inserted probably in the
great age of controversy on the
Godhead of Our Lord.) The
whole passage, therefore, clearly
alludes to the beginning, the
continuance, and the perfection
of the Covenant of life, given us
by baptism of * water and the
Spirit,” in the *blood” of Jesus
Christ.

Tre GosPEL repeats (from 8t.
John) the record of the same
appearance of the Lord, quoted
from St. Luke in the preceding
Gospel. But St. John, after his
manner, adds to the older record
the account (a) of the solemn
mission of the Apostles by Our
Lord, (b) of the earnest of the
gift of the Spirit for that mis-
gion. and (¢) of the charge to
minister for Him, under due con-
ditions, the remission of sins,
which is its chief part. Allthese

THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER.

when he had thus spoken, hec | law of Moses,and in the Prophets,

shewed them his hands and his
feet. And while they yet believed
not for joy, and wondcered, he
said unto them, Have ye here any
meat ? And they gave him a piece
of a broiled fish, and of an honey-
comb. And he took it, and did
eat before them. And hesaid unto
them, These are the words which
1 spake unto you, while I was yet
with you, that all things must be
fulfilled which were written in the

and in the Psalms concerning me.
Then opened he their understand-
ing, that they might understand
the Scriptures, and said unto
them, Thus it is written, and thus
it behoved Christ to suffer, and to
rise from the dead -the third day;
and that repentance and remis-
sion of sins should be preached in
his Name among all nations, be-
ginning at Jerusalem. And ye are
witnesses of these things.

The First Junvay after Easter.

The Collect.

ALMIGHTY Father, who hast

given thine only Son to die
for our sins, and to rise again for
our justification ; Grant us so to
put away the leaven of malice and
wickedness, that we may alway
serve thee in pureness of living
and truth ; through the merits of
the same thy Son Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

The E%:Istle. 1 St. John 5. 4.

‘N THATSOEVER is born of

God overcometh the world ;
and this is the victory that over-
cometh the world, even our faith.
‘Who is he that overcometh the
world, but he that believeth that
Jesus is the Son of God ? This is
he that came by water and blood,
even Jesus Christ; not by water
only, but by water and blood : and
it is the Spirit that beareth wit-
ness, because the Spirit is truth.
For there arc three that bear re-
cord in heaven, the Father, the
Word, and the Holy Ghrost: and
these three arc one. And there
are three that bear witness in
earth, the spirit, and the water,
and the blood : and these three

agree in one. If we reccive the
witness of men, the witness of God
is greater: for this is the witness

of God, which he hath testified of
his Son. He that believeth on the
Son of God hath the witness in
himself: he that believeth not
God hath made him a liar, be-
cause he believeth not the record
that God gave of his Son. And
this is the record, that God hath
given to us eternal life ; and this
life is in his Son. He that hath
the Son hath life; and he that
hath not the Son hath not life.
The Gospel. St. John 20. 19,
HE same day at evening, be-
ing the first day of the week,
when the doors were shut, where
the disciples were assembled for
fear of the Jews, came Jesus and
stood in the midst, and saith unto
them, Peace be unto you. And
when he had so said, he shewed
unto them his hands and his side.
Then were the disciples glad whea
they saw the Lord. Then said Je-
sus to them again, Peace be unto
you: As my Father hath sent me,
even 80 send I you. And when
he had said this, he breathed on
them, and saith unto them, Re-
ceive ye the Holy Ghost. Whose-
soever sins ye remit, they are
remitted unto them; and whose-
soever sins ye retain, they are
retained.

The Secony Sunvay after Caster.

The Collect.

always most thankfully receive

LMIGHTY God, who hast : that his inestiinable benefit, and
given thine only Son to be | also daily endeavour ourselves to

unto us both a sacrifice for sin,
and also an ensample of godly

follow the Dblessed steps of his
most holy life ; through the same

life ; Give us grace that we may | Jesus Christ our Lord. 4dmen.
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three go together, and explain mew Covenant in Jesus Christ,

one another; all work out the

of which the Epistle speaks.

The Sccond Sunduy ufter Euster.

It is notable that the Services
ot this Sunday ﬁo back to the
Cross, both as a Redemption and
an example of godly life to us,
taking the Reswrrection for
granted, but not dwelling on it.

Tae CorLLEcT (composed in
1549) sets before us the Croas,
first as an Atonement, in which
Christ is alone; next, as an ex-
ample, in which, a8 in all His
life, we, by His command, are
to follow Him ; and prays for
thankful acceptance of the in-
estimable gift of the one, and
grace to ‘‘ endeavour ourselves”
to follow the other.

Tae EprIsTLE takes up the
same strain, Addressing despis-
ed and helpless slaves, St. Peter
(a) teaches submission even to
undeserved wrong, after the ex-
ample of the Lord Jesus Christ;
(b) and proceeds, first, to draw
out that Divine example of inno-
cence and patience, trusting all
to the righteous judgment of

God ; and then, rising above mere
example, to set forth the whole
doctrine of the Atonement—as a
bearing of our sins, as a regene-
ration of humanity, as a healing
of the disease of our nature. (¢)
Through that Atonement he re-
minds them that they, having
been astray, are now gathered iu
by the Shepherd and Bishop of
their souls.

Tae GospEL, accordingly, is
Our Lord’s own picture of Him-
self as the Goop SHEPHERD. To
the frequent metaphor of ‘‘ the
Lord the Shepherd” in the Old
Testament (see Ps. xxiii.; 1xxx.
1; Isa. x1. 11, &c.), He adds the
new Revelation of Himself ar
shewing His goodness by giving
His life for the sheep, which are
His own, knowing them through
His perfect knowledge of the Fa-
ther, and preparing to gather His
other sheep, not of the fold of Is-
rael, so that there shall be *‘ One
lﬁ;ocld: (not ‘fold’) and One Shep-

erd.”

The Ehird Sunbduy ufter Easter.

Trae CoLLECT (translated from
the old Sarum Collect) still seems
addressed to the newlf baptized,
# admitted into the fellowship of
Christ's religion.”” It describes
the light of God’s truth as in-
tended to bring back those who
are and have been in error to the
right way (comp. Luke i. 78, 79) ;
it prays that all may have grace
“to eschew” (Lat. respuere) all
things unworthy of a Christian
profession, and follow out by
positive obedience all that ac-
cords with it. (Compare the Ex-
hortation at the close of the Bap-
tismal Service.)

Tae EpisTLE is the passage,
preceding the Epistle of last
Sunday, in which St. Peter
urges Christians, as ‘ strangers
and pilgrims,” to abstain from
‘“the fleshly lusts’’ of the pre-
sent life, not only for their own
sakes, but as a witness for God
before the heathen. More espe-
cially, and in view of slanders
against Christiaftity (perhaps
provoked by some abuse of Chris-
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tianliberty), he proceeds to teach
the duty of obedience to all the
powers that be—to “the King"”
(as in Eastern phrase, long ab-
horred at Rome, he calls the Em-
peror) and to his governors—so
as to put all such ignorant slan-
ders to shame. He asserts the
freedom of Christians, but not
as & ‘““cloak of maliciousness’;
he commands all, in the service of
God, which is perfect freedom, to
“honour all men,” while they
especially ‘‘love the brother-
hood,”” and in *“fear of God " to
“ honour the King.”” (Comp. St.
P%u)l’s teaching in Rom. xiii.
1-1.

TrE GospPEL (like the Gospels
of the next four Sundays) is tak-
en from that discourse of Our
Lord (John xiv.~xvi.) on the eve
of the Passion, which is through-
out a prophecy of His Media-
torial Kingdom of glory in Hea-
ven, and of grace on earth; and
is therefore used as a preparation
fog Ascension-Day and Whitsun-
tide,

i o T AL

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EASTER.

The Epistle. 1 St. Peter 2. 19.

HIS is thank-worthy, if 2 man

for conscience toward God
endure grief, sutfering wrongfully.
For what glory is it, if, when ye
be buffeted for your faults, ye
shall take it patiently? But if,
when ye do well, and suffer for
jt, ye take it patiently; this is
acceptable with God. For even
hereunto were ye called : because
Christ also suffered for us, leaving
us an example, that ye should
follow his steps: who did no sin,
neither was guile found in his
mouth : who, when he was reviled,
reviled not again; when he suf-
fered, he threatened not; but
committed himself to him that
judgeth righteously : who his own
self bare our sins in his own body
on the tree, that we, being dead
to sins, should live unto righte-
ousness: by whose stripes ye

were healed. For ye were as sheep .

. golng astray ; but are now return-

ed unto the Shepherd and Bishop
of your souls.
he Gospel, St. John 10, 11,

ESUS said, I am the good

shepherd : the good shepherd
giveth his life for the sheep. But
he that is an hireling, and not the
shepherd, whose own the sheep
are not, seeth the wolf coming,
and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth ;
and the wolf catcheth them, and
scattereth the sheep. The hireling
fleeth, because he is an hireling,
and careth not for the sheep. 1
ain the good shepherd, and know
my sheep, and am known of mine,
As the Father knoweth me, even
80 know I the Father : and I lay
down my life for the sheep. And
other sheep I have, which are not

of' this fold; them also I must
bring, and they shall hear m
voice ; and there shall be one fold,
and one shepherd.

The Thiry ﬁunﬁag after Caster.

The Collect.

LMIGHTY God, who shewest
to them that be in error the
light of thy truth, to the intent
that they may return into the way
of righteousness; Grant unto all
them that are admitted into the
fellowship of Christ’s Religion, that
they may eschew those things that
are contrary to their profession,
and follow all such things as are
agreeable to the same; through
our Lord Jesus Christ. Awmen.

The Epistle. 1 St. Peter 2. 11,

DEARLY beloved, I beseech you
as strangers and pilgrims, ab-
stain from fleshly lusts, which war
against the soul ; having your con-
versation honest among the Gen-
tiles ; that, whereas they speak
against you as evil doers, they
may, by your good works which
they shall behold, glorify God in
the day of visitation. Submit your-
selves to every ordinance of man
for the Lord’s sake ; whether it be
to the King, as supreme ; or unto
governours, as unto them that are

sent by him, for the punishment

of evil doers, and for the praise of
them that do well. For so is the
will of God, that with well-duing
ye may put to silence the ignor-
ance of foolish men ; as free, and
not using your liberty for a cloke
of maliciousness; but as the ser-
vants of God. Honour all men.
Love the brotherhood. Fear God.
Honour the King.
The (Fospel. St. John 16. 16.

JESUS said to his disciples, A

little while and ye shall not
see me; and again, a little while
and ye shall se¢ me; because I go
to the Father. Then said some of
his disciples among themselves,
What is this that he saith unto us,
A little while and ye shall not see
me ; and-again, a little while and
ye shall see me; and, Because 1
goto the Father? They said there-
fore, What is this that he saith, A
little while ? we cannot tell what
he saith. Now Jesus knew that
they were desirous to ask him,
and said unto them, Do ye en-
quire among yourselves of that T
said, A little while and ye shall
not see me; and again, a lUttle



The Gospel itself is a teach-
ing by paradox—which, like His
teaching by ** Proverbs” (John
xvi. 25), has the intention and
effect of stimulating interest
and inquiry—telling how they
“ghall not see Him”' (properly
“behold Him,” as in Revise
Version), and yet ‘‘shall see
Him,” ‘“because He is going to
the Father.”” (The difference of
the two words used probably
marks the distinction between
the sight of familiar intercourse
in the present, and the vision of

His glorified humanity after the
Resurrcection.) Then, having
arrested their attention, He an-
swers their unspoken question,
by setting before them the cor-
ing sorrow in His absence, in
face of the exultation of the
world, and the succeeding joy
(of which this is as the birth-
throe), never to be taken a-
way—a joy in His Presenre, not
only for a time after His Re-
surrection, but ‘‘with them al-
way, even to the end of the
world.”

The Fourth Sunduy after Guster.

Tae CoLrecT {slightly altered
from the old Sarum Collect), (a)
with manifest allusion to the
teaching of the Epistle and Gos-
pel, prays to God as (through the

race of the Holy Spirit) * or-

ering the unruly wills and af-
fections of sinful men »’; (&) next,
asks Him for the two great mo-
tives of obedience in their right
order of prominence, placing
first—what is purely of the spirit
—the love of God’s command-
ments for their own sake, and
only as subsidiary to it—whas
is ““of the Law’’—the desire of
His promised reward; lastly (e),
describes the result of the obe-
dience so produced—that in all
the changes of life ‘‘ our hearts
may there be fixed, where troe
joys are to be found,’”” that is, on
the Communion with God, given
in earnest now, promised in per-
fection hereafter.

Tae ErsTLE (like those of the
previous Sundays) comes from
the Catholic Epistles; but in this
casefrom the Epistleof St. James
—the storehouse, not 80 much of
Christian doctrine, as of godly
morality. It contains a decla-
ration and an exhortation there-
upon. First (a), it points to the
general truth that '‘ every good
gift,” that is, properly, ‘“all gra-
cious giving,” and every perfect
gift thus graciously bestowed, is
from the One Eternal and Un-
changeable God, called emphati-
cally the ‘ Father of lights”’
(both physical and spiritual), and
(in obvious reference to the phy-
sical luminaries of heaven) de-
seribed, in almost scientific lan-
guage, as having no phases of
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variation in light, and no shadows
of obscuration, caused by revo-
lution and change. This is the
general truth applying to the
whole Creation. Next (b) comes
the special exemplificaticn of
the truth in the Regeneration of
Christians through the ‘“ Word
of Truth’’ received by His grace,
80 that, renewed to all, and more
than all, man’s original birth-
right, they may be the  first-
fruits of God’s creatures.”” Last-
ly (¢), we have the exhortation
to the receptiveness of soul, by
which alone (as the Parable of
the Sower shews) the Gospel can
become the ‘‘ engrafted Word,”
that is, the Word “ growing into ™
and becoming part of the nature.
Of this temper two phases are
noted—the conquest of impetu-
ous self-assertion, intemperate of
speech and wrath, and the con-
quest of impurity and * overflow
of maliciousness.”

TEE GosPEL comes again from
Qur Lord’s farewell discourse to
His disciples, but (curiously e-
nough) from the passage pre-
ceding that of the last Sunday.
It 0ﬁens (a) with His consolation
for His departure in the promise
of the coming of the other * Pa-
raclete’’ (or *‘Advocate,” see
1 John ii. 1), which could not
be till the work of Our Lord on
earth was completed in the Aa-
cension (comp. John vii. 39), and
His Mediatorial Kingdomin Hea-
ven begun ; it next (b) describes
the Office of the Paraclete to
“the world ’—that is, to men
as estranged from God—first, to
“convince,” or * convict,” them
of the three great moral realities

THE FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER.

while and ye shall see mc¢? Verily,
verily I say unto you, That lyu'e
shall weep and lament, but the
world shall rejoice: and ye shall
be sorrowful, but your sorrow
shall be turned into joy. A wo-
man, when she is in travail, hath
80ITow, because her hour is come ;

but as soon as she is delivered of
the child, she remembereth no
more the anguish, for joy that a
man is born into the world. And

e now therefore have sorrow:

ut I will see you again, and your
heart shall rejoice, and your joy
no man taketh from you.

The Jourth Sunvay after Easter.

The Collect.

ALMIGHTY God, who alone

canst order the unruly wills
and affections of sinful men ;
Grant unto thy pcople, that they
may love the thing which thou
commandest, and desire that
which thou dost promise; that
50, among the sundry and mani-
fold changes of the world, our
hearts may surely there be fixed,
where true joys are to be found ;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Epistle. St. James 1, 17.

VERY good gift, and every

perfect gift is from above, and
cometh down from the Father of
lights, with whom is no variable-
ness, neither shadow of turning.
Of his own will begat he us with
the Word of truth, that we should
be a kind of first-fruits of his crea-
tures. Wherefore, my beloved
brethren, let every man be swift
to hear, slow to speak, slow to
wrath ; for the wrath of man work-
eth not the righteousness of God.
Wherefore lay apart all filthiness
and superfluity of naughtiness,
and receive with meekness the
engrafted Word, which is able to
save your souls.

The Gospel. St. John 16. 5,

JESUS said unto his disciples,

Now I go my way to him that
sent me, and none of you asketh
me, Whither goest thou? But,
because I have said these things
unto you, sorrow hath filled your
heart. Nevertheless, I tell you the
truth ; it isexpedient for you that
I go away: for if I go not away,
the Comforter will not come unto
You; but if I depart, I will send
him unto you. And when he is
come, he will reprove the world of
sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgment: of sin, because they
believe not on me ; of righteous-
ness, because I go to my Father,
and ye see me no more ; of judg-
ment, because the prince of this
world is judged. I have yet many
things to say unto you, but ye
cannot bear them now. Howbeit,
when he, the Spirit of truth, is
come, he will guide you into all
truth: for he shall not speak of
himself ; but whatsoever he shall
hear, that shall he speak : and he
will shew you things to come. He
shall glorify me: for he shall re-
ceive of mine, and shall shew it
unto you. All things that the Fa-
ther hath are mine : therefore said
I, that he shall take of mine, and
shall shew it unto you.

The Fifth Junvay after Easter.

The Collect.

O LORD, from whom all good
things do come ; Grant to us
thy humble servants, that by thy
holy inspiration we may think
those things that be good, and by
thy merciful guiding may perform
the same ; through our Lord Je-
sus Christ. Amen.

The Epistle., 8t. James 1, 22,

E ye doers of the Word, and
not hearers only, deceiving
your own selves. For if any be a
hearer of the Word, and not a
doer, he is like unto a man be-
holding his natural face in a glass,
For he beholdeth himself, and go-

. eth his way, and straightway for-
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of “8in,” of ‘“Righteousness,”
and of ** Judgment’’ between the
two, and, next, to connect all
these convictions with Christ
Himself—* Sin”* as springing
from the unbelief in God throug

Him, which is_the root of moral
disorder ; * Righteousness,” both
of God and of man, as manifest-
ed in the exaltation of the Cruci-
fied to the right hand of God;
“ Judgment,” as shewn by the
beginning of the judgment of
the Evil One, *prince of this
world,”” in this exaltation of the
Congueror; lastly (e). it de-
scribes the Office of the Holy
Spirit to the Church, as repre-

sented by the Apostles, viz., to
‘“guide into all the truth” of
God and Man, by bringing
home to the soul the revelation
through the Son of the Will and
Nature of the Father, go far as
man can know them. Of these
functions the two lower melt
into the higher. In the first we
have the natural gift, by which
God speaks to the conscience of
the world, as yet not knowing
Christ ; in the next the leading
men, throngh that gift, to conver-
gion to Him ; in the third the
supernatural gift to the Church,
of the ‘“knowledge which is the
life eternal.”

&he Lifth Sunday after Euster

(COMMONLY CALLED “ ROGATION-SUNDAY”’).

TraE CoLLECT (& translation of
the old Sarum Collecs), still look-
ing up to God as the Giver of
“all good things‘.” prays for the
two-fold gift of ‘‘preventing and
following >’ grace—the ‘‘inspira-
tion’’ of good and holy thoughts,
and the ‘“guidance’ tocarry out
such thoughts in action. For
“it is God who worketh in us
both to will and to do of His
good pleasure >’ (Phil. ii. 12, 13).

Tae EPISTLE is the continua-
tion of the Epistle of the pre-
ceding Sunday, adding to the
truths there taught, as to
the fulness of God’s grace and
the opening of the soul to re-
ceive it, the lesson of practical
co-operation with the grace so
given and received. First (a),
in general, the superficial im-
pression of simple hearing of the
word (compared with the pass-
ing glance at the reflection of a
face in a mirror) is contrasted
with the effect of steadfast in.
sight through thought and prac-
tice into the Christian law of
liberty, and with the consequent
realisation of spiritual blessing.
Next (b), passing to particular
examples, the Apostle dwells on
control of the tongue, charity to
the afflicted, and purity from
worldliness,, as true phases of
“pure and undefiled religion.”
The word “religion ” is literally
““worship,”’ and it refers not to
the essence of what we call re-
liiion. but to its outward signs.
The lesson is the lesson, so cha-
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racteristic of St. James, of prac-
tical and manifest reality in re-
ligious life.

Tas GOosSPEL is the continua-
tion (after the omission of one
verse) of the Gospel for the Third
Sunday, and the conclusion of
Our Lord’s last discourse to the
Apostles.

t begins (a) with His direction
to pray hereafter ‘‘ in His Name,”
that is, in virtue of His Media-
tion, with promise that such
prayer shall always be answered
with full blessing. Hitherto His
Mediation had not been consum-
mated, and therefore they hadnot
s0 prayed. Next (b), referring
to His pastf4eaching as given in
“ Proverbs ’—that is, Parables,
only shewing the Truth through
type and inference—He promizes
that hereafter (in the gift of the
Holy Spirit)He willrevealtothem
the inner reality of God. Then
(o), recurring to His command
to pray in His Name, He places
before them, not His own Inter-
cession (although that should be
given), but (as if in prophetic
jealousy of teaching, which makes

im our ultimate rest, instead
of the Mediator between us and
the Godhead) the free love of the
Father to them who had believed
and loved the Son; and adds, as
enforcing His unity with God,
the plain declaration, “1 came
forth from the Father; again I
go to the Father.”” On this (@)
the disciples fasten eagerly, as a
declaration not in parable, but

THE ASCENSION-DAY.

getteth what manner of man he
was. But whoso looketh into the
perfect law of liberty, and con-
tinueth therein, he being not a
forgetful hearer, but a doer of the
work, this man shall be blessed in
his deed. If any man among you
seem to be religious, and bridleth
not his tongue, but deceiveth his
own heart, this man’s religion is
vain. Pure religion, and undefil-
ed before God and the Father, is
this, To visit the fatherless and
widows in their atiliction, and to
kee;l)dhimself unspotted from the
world.

. The Gospel. St. John 16. 23.

VERILY, verily 1 say unto you,
Whatsoever ye shall ask the
Father in my Name, he will give
it you. Hitherto have ye asked
nothing in my Name: ask, and
ye shall receive, that your joy
may be full. These things have I
sf)oken unto you in proverbs : the
time cometh when I shall no more
speak unto you in proverbs, but I
shall shew you plainly of the Fa-

ther. At that day ye shall ask in
my Name: and I say not unto
you, that I will pray the Father
for you; for the Father himseif
loveth you, because ye have loved
me, and have believed that T came
out from God. I came forth from
the Father, and am come into the
world : again, I leave the world,
and go to the Father. His disci-
ples said unto him, Lo, now speak-
est thou plainly, and speakest no
proverb, Now are we sure that
thou knowest all things, and need-
est not that any man should ask
thee: by this we believe that thou
camest forth fromeGod. Jesus an-
swered them, Do ye now believe ?
Behold, the hour coneth, yea, is
now come, that ye shall be scat-
tered every man to his own, and
shall leave me alone: and yet 1
am not alone, because the Father
is with me. These things I have
spoken unto you, that in me ye
might have peace. In the world
ye shall have tribulation ; but be
of good cheer, 1 have overcome
the world.

The Ascension=Bay.

The Collect.

RANT, we besecech thee, Al-

mighty God, that like as we
do believe thy oniy-begotten Son
our Lord Jesus Christ to have
ascended into the heavens; so
we may also in heart and mind
thither ascend, and with him con-
tinually dwell, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy
Ghost, one God, world without
end. Amen.

For the Epistle. Acts1. 1.
HE former treatise have I
made, O Theophilus, of all

that Jesus began both to do
and teach, until the day in which
he was taken up, after that he
through the Holy Ghost had given
commandments unto the Apostles
whom he had chosen: to whom
also he shewed himself alive after
his passion, by many infallible
proofs ; being seen of them forty
days, and speaking of the things

pertaining to the Kingdom of
God : and, being assembled toge-
ther with them, commanded them
that they should not depart from
Jerusalem, but wait for the pro-
mise of the Father, which, saith
he, ye have heard of me. For
John truly baptized with water,
but ye shall be baptized with the
Holy Ghost not many days hence.
When they therefore were come
together, they asked of him, say-
ing, Lord, wilt thou at this time
restore again the kingdom to Is-
rael ? And he said unto them, It
is not for you to know the times
or the seasons, which the Father
hath put in his own power. But
{ﬁ shall receive power after that

e Holy Ghost is come upon you;
and ye shali be witnesses unto
me, both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judza, and in Samaria, and unto
the uttermost part of the earth,
And when he had spoken these
things, while they beheld, he was
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all-sufficient for their faith in
His Word and in Himself. But
He gently rebukes their eager-
ness, in foresight of their coming
desertion of Him; and then in
the fature promises them, in

spite of all tribulation and weak-
ness, peace at last, because He
Himself had overcome the world
for them. From these promises
He passes on, in_the next chap-
ter, to His great Intercession.

The Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday following are the Roga-
TioN-DAYS (on which see above, Tuble of Fusts, &c.). For these no
special Collects, Epistles, and Gospels are appointed, as was done in
the old Service books, and as was proposed by Bishop Cosin in 16§?
But there is a Homily (“that all good things come from God’’)
appointed to be used in three parts on the three days. From this it
appears that, besides the original penitential purpose of these days,
and their observation as preparation for the Ascension Festival,
they were used, in connection with the perambulation of the bounds
of the parishes (which is probably a survival of the old Processions),
as an occasion of prayer and thanksgiving to God for the fruits of
the earth. This use is enjoined in the Injunctigns of 1559. The
more solemn celebration of these days has been in some measure
revived in ourtown time, and Services for it authorized by Convoca-
tion.

(F) ASCENSION-DAY ANXD THE SUNDAY FOLLOWING.
The Ascension-Pay.

The observation of this Festival on the fortieth day after Easter
(see Acts i. 3) cannot be traced with certainty to an earlier period
than the 4th century. In the East the first notice of it is in the
Apostolical Constitutions; and Epiphanius complains that it was not
in his day adeguately observed. In the West the earliest notice is by
St. Angustine, but in his time the observance was so thorough and
universal, that he supposes it to have had an Apostolic origin.
Necessarily it established itself as one of the great Festivals; and,
as such, it is marked in the Prayer Book by the appointment of
Proper Psalms and a_Proper Preface in the Communion Service.
The comparative neglect of it, which is now being partially cor-
rected, is, therefore, entirely at variance with the intention of the
Prayer Book. But even in itself it is clear that the Ascension,
completing the triumph of the Resurrection, and being the entrance
of Our Lord on His Mediatorial Xingdom in glory, occupies a co-
ordinate place with the Incarnation, the Passion, and the Resurrec-
tion in the Manifestation of Him for our salvation, and in the
promise of exaltation of our humanity through Him, which that
Manifestation implies.

Tne CoLLecT (a free transla-
tion of the old Sarum Collect)
first declares our faith in the
Ascension, and then (in the
spirit of Eph. ii. 5, 6 and Col. iii.
1-4) prays that, knowing our
unity with Him, we may already
raise our hearts and minds to
the Heaven, where He has gone
to prepare a place for us. .

Tae ErPIsTLE (also taken fro
the old Sarum Missel) is St.
Luke’s record of the Ascension
in the Acts, enlarging the brief
notice at the close of his Gospel.
(a) We gather from it that Our
Lord appeared to His disciples
“at intervals during forty days,”
and that His teaching to them
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was of “the things of the King-
dom of God,”’ that is, the Church
to be founded at Pentecost, when
the promised * baptism with the
Holy Ghost” should take place.
Of these appearances and this
teaching we have characteristic
specimens in the four Gospels.
() We next note that on the eve
of the Ascension, their natural
question as to the immediate
restoration of *‘the Kingdom of
Israel”’—the universal kingdom
of the Messiah, in which they
thought that Israel would still
occupy the place of privilege—is
rebuked as_intruding into the
secrets of God, and their atten-
tion directed from it to their

own coming mission, extending
to ‘‘the utmost parts of the
earth,” in simple * witness for
Christ,”” and in virtue of the
power of the Holy Spirit. Lastly
(¢), we have the plain record of
the Ascension itself, at the mo-
ment (see Luke xxiv. 51) of His
solemn Blessing to them, through
the cloud of glory to the invisible
and mysterious Presence of God
which we call ‘“Heaven’ ; and
the appearance of the angels—
now as at all the great epochs
of His earthly life—to send the
Apostles back to work for Him
in the certain expectation of His
future Coming.

Tre GospEL is taken from that
section of the 16th chapter of
St. Mark, which is obviously a
postseript to the narrative, sum-
marizing the appearances after
the Resurrection. The appear-
ance recorded seems to be the
same as that of Luke xxiv. 83—
48 and John xx. 19-25. The
charge given is peculiar to St.
Mark, and characteristic of the
direct practical tone of his Gos-
pel. For it brings out clearly the
unspeakable issues of selvation
and condemnation, which turn
on the acceptance or rejection of
the Gospel Message to all the
world ; and the various striking

s1gns of miracle-—oarrying on Our
Lord’s own ministration both to
the body and to the soul-—which
shall bring home that message
to the minds of men. (On these
see Acts ii. 1-6; v. 16; viii. 7;
X.46; xiv. 10; xix. 6, 11-17; xxviii.
5, 6, 8, 8.) The notice of the
Ascension is brief, only dwelling
on the exaltation “to the right
hand of God”’ ; and is followed
by an equally brief reference to
the preaching of the Gospel as
commanded, and the accompany-
ing signs as promised, in the
charge of Our Lord.

TrE PROPER LEssoxs are (Dan.
vii. 9-15) the great vision, ap-
plied by Our Lord to Himself
(Matt. xxvi. 64), oftthe exaltation
of the “Son of Man,” in the
eternal and wuniversal kingdom
of the ‘“Ancient of Days™; (2
Kings ii. 1-16) the record of the
typical ascension of Elijah; {Luke
xxiv. 44-53) the brief record of
the Ascension, anticipating the
fuller account of the Acts, given
in the Epistle of the day; and
(Heb. iv.) the promise of the
“‘ rest remaining for the people of
God ”’ in Heaven, in and through
the Great High Priest, the Son
of God, who has already passed
into the heavens.

Eanduy after Aseension-Bay,

This magnificent CoLLEcT,
composed in 1549, is partly taken
from an old Antiphon for Ascen-
sion-Day in the Sarum Breviary,
which is, however, addressed to
Our Lord Himself, quoting as it
does His own words (John xiv.
18). Its preambple naturally ad-
dresses God as “ the King of the
Glory” of Heaven, to which Our
Lord was restored in the great
trinmph of the Ascension (see
John xvii. 5-24). Its prayer is
for the gift of the Holy Ghost,
first, to comfort in the present
those who would otherwise be
“ comfortless ’’ (properly * or-
phaned *’) here on earth, and
then to fit our souls for the fu-
ture exaltation to the place pre-
pared for us by our great Fore-
runner (John xiv. 2, 3).

THE EPIsTLF. (also taken from
the old Use) comes from the
First Epistle of St. Peter (‘“‘the
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Apostle of Hope "), looking on to
the return of Our Lord from
Heaven. It speaks, in accord-
ance with the earlfy (‘hristian be-
lief, of the * end of all things’’ as
being literally (as to each of us it
is practically) ‘““at hand”; and
bids us prepare for it by sobriety
in ourselves, by watchfulness in
devotion to God, by fervent cha-
rity to man; and, in all these, by
deep sense of responsibility in
ministering both the Word of
Truth and the gift of grace, as
being a trust from God, to be
used for His glory through our
glorified Lord Jesus Christ. The
whole breathes the spirit of
thoughtful expectation implied
in the Collect, through which
this Sunday was called anciently
the Dominica Expectationis.

THE GosPEL, like those of the
three previous Sundays, is taken



from Our Lord’s last discourse, Word (see John xiv. 26), thus
but goes back to a portion pre- enabling them to bear their wit-
ceding them all. It is a brief ness through grace. (&) The
summary of the whole of His last charge to the Apostles is to co-
teaching to them, and His last operate with that witness; and
charge. (a) The teaching is of for the sake of such witness to be
the promised Comforter, pro- prepared for persecution, ‘‘fore-
ceeding from the Father, sent by warned and so forearmed” a-
the 3omn, as ‘“ testifying of Christ,” gainst it, that they may find it
by bringing to remembrance His no ground of “offence.”

(G) WHITSUNTIDE.
¥l bit- Sunday.

(The derivation of the name is uncertain. The easiest and sim-
plest derivation, calling the day Wait-Sunday, considers it to be
really ‘“ White Sunday,” from the wearing of the white robes by
those newly baptized on the Eve. This labours under the difficulty
that (as the names ‘‘ Whitsuntide,’”” * Whitsun-week,” &c., shew)
the prefix seems to be ‘ Whitsun,” and not “Whit” ; but other
analogies shew that this difficulty iz not fatal. It has also been
noted that the true White Sunday, the Dominica in Albis, is the
first Sunday after Easter; but it is possible that in Northern coun-
tries .considera.tions of climate may have transferred the general
Baptism to the later date. The only other admissible derivation is
that which supposes “ Whitsun,” through the German Pfingsten,
to be a corruption of Pentecosten, which was certainly the old Anglo-
Saxon name for the day; but nohistorical evidence of the process of
such corruption is forthcoming. On the whole, the former deriva~
tion seems to be the more probable.)

The celebration of this Festival, being the birthday of the Church,
is naturally, like that of Easter, of immemorial antiquity. Even in
the history of St. Paul we note (see Acts xx. 16, ana perhaps xviii.
21) his marked anxiety to keep the feast of Pentecost at Jerusalem.
The name Pentecoste was applied in early times to the whole fifty
days after Easter, regarded as the great festal period of the year,
from which all.fasting was banished ; subsequently it became appro-

riated to Whit-Sunday itself, which was regarded as inferior only

Easter, and afterwards perhaps to Christmas. The feast among
the Jews was the feast of the first-fruits, two loaves of the new wheat
golemnly offered to God as the Giver of all (Lev. xxiii. 15-22); by
common tradition it was associated with the giving of the Law on
Mount Sinai (see Exod. xix.1). Christian writers delighted to trace
in the great gift of Pentecost the antitype of bothethese ideas—the
dedication to God of the first-fruits of the spiritual harvest, and the
writing of the Law “ not on tables of stone, but the fleshy tables of
the heart.” The Church of England marks the day, by Proper
Psalms and Proper Preface in the Communion Service, as one of
the four great Feativals of the year.

Tue CoLLECT (translated from pouring of the Spirit on the day
the S8arum Missal), after reciting of Pentecost, which was the in-
the gift of Pentecost, s for ward spiritual life of the Church,

SUNDAY AFTER ASCENSION-DAY.

taken up, and a cloud received
him out of their sight. And while
they looked stedfastly toward hea-
ven, as he went up, behold, two
men stood by them in white ap-
parel ; which also said, Ye men
of Galilee, why stand ye gazing
u;ﬁ into heaven? This same Jesus,
which is taken up from you into
heaven, shall so come, in like
manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven.
The Gospel. St. Mark 16. 14.
ESUS appeared unto the ¢leven
as they sat at meat, and up-
braided them with their unbelief
and hardness of heart, because
they believed not them which had
seen him after he was risen. And
he said unto them, Go ye into all

the world, and preach the Gospel
to every creature. He that believ-
eth and is baptized shall be saved ;
but he that believeth not shall be
damned. And these signs shall
follow them that believe : In my
Name shall they cast out devils ;
they shall speak with new tongues;
theg shall take up serpents; and
if they drink any deadly thing, it
shall not hurt them ; they shall
lay hands on the sick, and they
shall recover. So then after the
Lord had spoken unto them, he
was received up into heaven, and
sat on the right hand of God.
And they went forth and preach-
ed every where, the Lord working
with them, and confirming the
Word with signs following.

Sundap after Ascension=Way.

The Collect.

O GOD the King of glory, who

hast exalted thine only Son
Jesus Christ with great triumph
unto thy kingdom in heaven; We
beseech thee, leave us not com-
fortless ; but send to us thine Holy
Ghost to conifort us, and exalt us
unto the same place whither our
Saviour Christ is %lone before, who
liveth and reigneth with thee and
the Holy Ghost, one God, world
without end. men.

The Epistle. 1 St. Peterd. 7.

TH E end of all things is at
hand ; be ye therefore sober,
and watch unto prayer. And above
all things have fervent charity a-
mong yourselves : for charity shall
cover the multitude of sins. Use
hospitality one to another without
grudging. As every man hathre-
ceived tﬁ]e gift, even so minister
the same one to another, as good
stewards of the manifold grace of
God. If any man speak, let him
speak as the oracles of God: if

any man minister, let him do it as
of the ability which God giveth ;
that God in all things may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to
whom be praisc and dominion for
cver and ever. Ainen.

The Gospel. St. John 15. 26, and
part of Chapter 16.
WHEN the Comforter is come,

whom I will send unto you
from the Father, even the Sfpirlt,
of truth, which preceedeth from
the Father, he shall testify of me.
And ye also shall bear witness,
because ye have been with me from
the beginning. These things have
1 spoken unto you, that ye should
not be offended. They shall put
you out of the synagogues: yea,
the time cometh, that whosoever
killeth you will think that he do-
eth God service. And these things
will they do unto you, because
they have not known the Fdther,
nor me. But these things have 1
told you, that, when the time shall
come, ye may remember that I
told you of them.

the two-fold blessing of the Spirit
to mind and heart—light for
right judgment of truth, comfort
and jov in His grace (see the
promises of Our Lord in John
xiv. 26; xvi. 18-15, 20-24).

TaE EpPisTLE (from the same
source) is the narrative of theout-
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and of the gift of Tongues,
which was its outward sign. (a)
On the Coming of the Holy
Spirit—symbolized by the rush-
ing mighty wind. the emblem
(see John iii. 7, 8) of invisible
and mysterious power, and by
the tongues of fire *“ distributed

aBDit=-Sunvyay.
The Collect, us by the same Spirit to have a
OD, who as at this time didst | right judgment in all things, and
teach the hearts of thy faith- | evermore to rejoice in his holy
ful people, by the sending to them | comfort ; through the merits of
the light of thy Holy Spirit; Grant | Christ Jesus our Saviour, wholiv-
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to the Apostles, the emblems of
an indwelling life, shining out
and kindling the world—we must
study (in John xiv.—xvi.) the
teaching of Our Lord, bringing
out not only the truth of the
action of the Divine Spirit on
the soul, which belongs to all
religion, and is fully revealed in
the 0ld Testament, but the Per-
sonality of the Comforter, Hie
relation to the Father and the
Son, and His Office to the world
and tothe Church. () On thegift
of Tongues, we may compare
1 Cor. xiv.,, though it should
not be assumed that the gift at
Corinth was in all points exact-
llg a reproduction of the gift of
entecost. But here it is plain-
ly declared that the power given
was actually to declare in vari-
ous known and intelligible lan-
El(l)a,ges the wonderful works of
d. For the list given includes
not only various forms, but vari-
ous families, of language; and
the exclamation of the hearers
plainly declares that each heard
the utterance in his own tongue
(‘““ dialect ’). But it may also
be gathered that the power was
given, not for preaching, but for
ecstatic utterance of prayer and
praise ; that we cannot tell whe-
ther it was temporary or perma-
nent in the Apostles; and that
its main object was. to be ‘“‘a
sign, to those who believed not,”’
that a new Kingdom had been
set up uniting all “ peoples, na-
tions, and languages,” and an
earnest of that which has since
been realized, the offering in
every language of praise to God
in Christ. (Note the repetitions
of the like gift in Acts iv. 31;
X. 44, 45.)

TrHE GOSPEL goes back still
further in the great discourse of
Our Lord to His disciples, to the
first promise of the Comforter as
the Spirit of Truth. (a) With
that promise of an indwelling
and abiding Presence, invisible
to the world, known only to the
gouls which receive it, Our Lord
expressly connects His own re-
turning Presence to them, who
would otherwise be ‘‘ orphans,”
and—in answer to a wondering
question of St. Jude—adds also
the promise of the presence of
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the Father, through the Son,
making His abode with those
who love the Lord Jesus Christ
and keep His sayings. In this
the whole mystery of commu-
nion in the Spirit with the Holy
Trinity is unveiled (comp. Eph.
iv. 4-6). (b) To this He adds a
further promise, that the Com-
forter shall teach them what
as yet they cannot comprehend,
by bringing home the words of
Christ to their remembrance and
understanding.In this He shews
us the relation of the Revelation
of Truth in Himself to the In-
spiration of the Holy Ghost,
which opens the soul to receive
it. (e) Lastly, thronugh this know-
ledge, He leaves them the peace
the world cannot give ; and bids
them even rejoice in His ap-
proaching departure to the Fa-
ther, conquering ‘‘the prince of
this world,”” and doing (through
the suffering on the Cross) the
Father’s will.

TrE PrROPER LEssoNs from the
Old Testament are (Deut. xvi. 1-
18) the law of the three great Fes-
tivals, the Passover, the Feast
of Weeks (Pentecost), and the
Feast of Tabernacles ; next (Isa.
xi.), the proﬁ]ecy of the King-
dom of the Messiah under the
manifold gift of the Spirit, in
righteousness and peace, filling
the earth with the knowledge of
the Lord ; thirdly (Ezek. xxxvi.
26-38), the promise of a cleans-
ing from iniquity, and the gift of
“a new heart and new spirit >’
to Israel, in which is the earnest
of fruitfulness and blessing. The
Lessons from the New Testa-
ment are (Rom. viii. 1-18) the
glorious picture of the life of the
Spirit, in its righteousness. its
gaccor(iance with the will of God,
its conquest of the flesh, and its
glad spirit of Sonship; the de-
scription in the paraliel passage
(Gal. v. 16-26) of the conflict with
the flesh, and the victory of the
Spirit ; and (Acts xviii., 24—xix,
21) the record of the outpouring
of the Holy Ghost on the disci-
ples of John, re-baytized in the
name of the Lord Jesus, the
special - outburst of miraculons
power at Ephesus, and its vic:
tory over Jewish exorcism and
Gentile magic.

WHIT-SUNDAY.

eth and reigneth with thee, in the
unity of the same Spirit,one God,
world without end. Amen.

For the Epistle. Acts 2. 1.

‘VHEN the day of Pentecost

was fully come, they were
all with one accord in une place.
And suddenly there came a seund
from heaven, as of a rushing
mighty wind, and it filled all the
house where they were sitting.
And there appeared unto them
cloven tongues, like as of fire,and
it sat upon each of them: and
they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance. And there were
dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, de-
vout men, out of every nation un-
der heaven. Now when this was
noised abroad, the multitude came
together, and were confounded,
because that every man heard
them speak in his own language.
And they were all amazed, and
marvelled, saying one to another,
Behold, are not all these which
speak Galileeans ? And how hear
we every man in our own tongue
wherein we were born ? Parthians,
and Medes, and Elamites, and the
dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in
Judsea, and Cappadocia, in Pon-
tus, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pam-
phylia, in Egypt, and in the parts
of Libya about Cyrene, and
strangers of Rome, Jews, and
Proselytes, Cretes, and Arabians,
we do hear them speak in our
tongues the wonderfal works of
God.

The Gospel. St. John 14. 15.

ESUS said unto his disciples,

If ye love me, keep my com-
mandments. And I will pray the
Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may
abide with you for ever; eventhe
Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, because it seeth
him not, neither knoweth him :
butye know him; for he dwelleth

with you, and shall be in you. I
will not leave you comfortless ; T
will come to you., Yet a little
while, and the world seeth me no
more ; but ye see me: because 1
live, ye shall live also. At that
day ye shall know, that I am in
my Father, and ye in me, and Iin
you. Hethathath my command-
ments, and keepeth them, he it is
that loveth me ; and he thatloveth
me shall be loved of my Father,
and I will Jove him, and will ma-
nifest myself to him. Judas saith
unto him, (not Iscariot,) Lord,
how is it that thou wilt manifest
thyself unto us, and not unto the
world? Jesus answered and sald
unto him, If a man love me, he
will keep my words, and my Fa-
ther m‘lF love him, and we will
come unto him, and make our
abode with him. He that loveth
me not keepeth not my sayings:
and the word which ye hear isnot
mine, but the Father’s which sent
me. These things have I spoken
unto you, being yet present with
you. But the Comforter, which
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Fa-
ther will send in my Name, he
shall teach you all things, and
bring all things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever I have said
unto you. Peace I leave with you,
my peace I give unto you: not as
the world giveth, give I unto you.
Let not your heart be troubled,
meither let it be afraid. Ye have
heard how I said unto you, I go
away, and comne again unto you.
If ye loved me, ye would rejoice,
because I said, I go unto the Fa-
ther: for my Father is greater
than I. And now I have told
you before it come to pass, that,
when it i8 come to pass, ye
might believe. Hereafter I will
not talk much with you: for the
prince of this world cometh, and
hath nothing in me. But that
the world may know that I love
the Father ; and as the Father
gave me commandment, even so
I do.
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Monday in Whitsan-Weeh,

Tae EprisTLE (taken, like the
Gospel, from the Sarum Missal)
contains first, the narrative of
St. Peter’s preaching in the
house of Cornelius, already giv-
en as the Epistle for Monday in
Easter week (which see). But it
goes on to record the special out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit, with
the Pentecostal gift of Tongues,
on his hearers, ganctioning by
a visible act of God Himself
(see Acts xi. 15-18) the admis-
sion of the ‘Gentiles into the
Covenant of Christ. That Divine
gift more than justified the cele-
brated declaration—going, in its
full sense, beyond the immediate
application and perhaps the in-
tention of the Apostle—that God,
irrespective of ‘‘ persons’’ (i.e.
of outward conditions), accepts
everywhere those who fear Him,
80 far as they know Him (by the
aniversal instinet of God, see
Acts xvii. 26-28), and work righ-
teousness, 80 far as they know it,
bv the universal witness of the
conscience. For both these are
the *‘convictions of the Spirit”
even ‘““to the world’’ (see John
xvi. 8-11) ; and are made to lead
on to the fuller gift of the Com-
munion througg the Spirit with
the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Ghost, of which, by Our Lord’s
own Institution, Holy Baptism
is the means and the pledge.

THE GosPEL is the close of Our
Lord’s teaching to Nicodemus on

being “born again of Water and
the Spirit.,” It declares, first,
the universal love of the Father
in sending the Son, not to con-
demn but to save the whole
world ; and next, the inevitable
distinctions which man’s free-
dom and responsibility must
make among those whom God
would have to be saved. The gift
is free as the light of Heaven;
but some will come to it, an
shew their deeds as ‘‘wrought
in God”’; others will condemn
themselves by hating the light
and fleeing from it, because they
delight in the works of darkness.
The two truths, God’s grace and
man’s responsibility, are brought
out in striking connection and
contrast.

(It is thought that in thias
Epistle and Gospel there is re-
ference to the great Baptism in
ancient times on the vigil of
Pentecost.)

THE ProPER LEssoxs are (Gen.
xi. 1-10) the history of the Con-
fusion of Tongues, of which the
Pentecostal gift was the rever-
sal; (Num. xi. 16-81) the de-
scription of the sharing of the gift
of the Spirit which was on Moses
with the seventy elders; and (1
Cor. xii. 1-14 ; xii. 27—xiil. 18) the
description by St. Paul of the
variety in unity of spiritual gifts,
and the exaltation of Charity
above all.

Tuesduy in Whitsun-TWeek,

TrE ErisTLE (taken, like the
Gospel, from the Sarum Missal)
is the narrative of another spe-
cial outpouring of the Holy Spi-
rit, with visible tokens (see v. 18)
—no doubt the gift of tongues,
and perhaps prophecy. This re-
petition of the Pentecostal gift
was in Samaria after the preach-
ing of Philip the Evangelist; it
is distinguished from the ordi-
nary grace of Baptism; and it is
connected with the prayer and
impbsition of the hands of the
Apostles 8t. Peter and St. John.
It is possible that, in this case,
as in others, those who received
the special gift were designed for
a special ministry. In this im-
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position of hands we have the
germ of the rite of Confirma-
tion, which has, however, passed
through many phases of remark-
able change (see Notes on Con-
Jirmation Service).

THE GosPEL is the symbolic
representation of the Church,
founded at Pentecost, in Qur
Lord’s Parable or Allegory of
the Sheep-fold, drawn from the
familiar nature and conditions
of pastoral life in the East, pos-
sibly suggested by something
before the eyes of His hearers.
In this Parable He Himself is
the door of Mediation, through
which we enter into the fold of
God; the porter (if this feature

fonvay in IAbitsun-aMeek.

The Collect.

GOD, who as at this time didst

teach the hearts of thy faith-
ful people, by the sending to them
the gght, of thy Holy Spirit ; Grant
us by the same Spirit to have a
right judgment in all things, and
evermore to rejoice in his holy
comfort; through the merits of
Christ Jesus our Saviour, who liv-
eth and reigneth with thee, in the
unity of the same Spirit, one God,
world without end. Amen.

For the Epistle. Acts 10, 34.

HEN Peter opened his mouth,
and said, Of a truth I per-
ceive that God is no respecter of
persons ; but in every nation he
that feareth him, and worketh
righteousness, is accepted with
him. The Word which God sent
unto the children of Israel, preach-
ing peace by Jesus Christ; (he is
Lord of all;) that Word, 1 say,
ye know, which was published
throughout all Judsea, and began
from Galilee, after the baptism
which John preached: how God
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Ghost, and with power;
who went about doing good, and
bealing all that were oppressed of
the devil : for God was with him.
And we are witnesses of allthings
which he did, both in the land of
the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom
they slew, and hanged on a tree:
Him God raised up the third day,
and shewed him openly; not to
all the people, but unto witnesses
chosen before of God ; even to us
who did eat and drink with him
after he rose from the dead. And
he commanded us to preach unto
the people, and to testify that it
is he which was ordained of God

to be the Judge of quick and dead. -

To him give all the })rophet.s
witness, that through his Name
whosoever believeth in him shall
receive remission of sins. While
Peter yet spake these words, the
Holy Ghost fell on all them which
heard the word. And they of
the circumecision, which believed,
were astonished, as many as came
with Peter, because that on the
Gentiles also was poured out the
gift of the Holy Ghost. For they
heard them speak with tongues,
and magnify God. Then answer-
ed Peter, Can any man forbid
water, that these should not be
baptized, which have received the
Holy Ghost as well as we? And
he commanded them to be bap-
tized in the Name of the Lord.
Then prayed they him to tarry
certain days.

The Gospel. St. John 3. 16.

OD so0 loved the world, that

he gave his only-begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. ¥or God sent not
his Son into the world to condemn
the world, but that the world
through him might be saved. He
that believeth on him is not con-
demned: but he that believeth
not is condemned already ; be-
cause he hath not believed in the
Name of the only-begotten Son
of God. And this is the condem-
nation, that light is come into
the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil. For every
one that doeth evil hateth the
light, neither cometh to the light,
lest his deeds should be reproved.
But he that doeth truth cometh
to the light, that his deeds may
be made nanifest, that they are
wrought in God.

Tuesvap in AAHitsun-Reck.

The Collect.

OD, who as at this time didst

teach the hearts of thy faith-
ful people, by the sending to
them the light of thy Holy Spirit ;

Graut us by the same Spirit | )
tout end, Amen.

to bhave a right judgment in all

things, and evermore to rejoice
in his holy comfort; through
the merits of Christ Jesus our
Saviour, who liveth and reigneth
with thee, in the unity of the
same Spirlt, one God, world with-
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is to be interpreted) must be
tuken to be the Holy Spirit, who
opens to us the door of faith (see
% Cor. ii. 12; Col. iv. 3; Acts xiv.
27); he who uses the door is a
true shepherd whom the sheep
know and follow; those who
ignore it, “climbing up some
other way,”” are thieves and rob-
bers, coming to plunder and de-
stroy. As the door (or, as in ch.
xiv. 6, *“the Way"”’) Our Lord
comes to give life, and life in
abundance, knowing no stint or
limitation, except our capacity
to receive. (In the next verse
He goes on, varying the meta-
phor, to declare I-{lm self also the
Good Shepherd.)

Tae ProPER LEssoNS are (Joel

ii. 21-32) the promise of the im-
mediate restoration of God’s fa-
vour to Israel, and the further
%romise (quoted by St, Peter at
entecost) of the future out-
pouring of the Spirit on all
flesh; (Micah iv. 1-8) the pro-
phecy of the coming of the King-
dom of the Lord over all nations
in joy and peace; (1 Thess. v.
12-24) St. Paul's exhortation to
‘“ quench not the Spirit,” but to
bring forth the fruits of spiritual
life; and (1 John iv. 1-14) St.
John'’s test of the presence of
the true Spirit of the Lorxd, b
the confession of a true fait
in Jesus Christ, overcoming the
world, and by the temper of love,
conscious of the love of God to us.





